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To the Readey. 
Good Reader, 


T HE fews ſay, That there is not the leaſt letter of the 
Word,upon which huge mountains do not hang, Lather 
ſaith, That one title of the Word, u greater then heaven & earth. 
But our Lord and Savior Jeſus Chriſt ſaith, That Heaven and 
Earth ſhal paſs away, but my Words ſhal not paſs away. Shal we 
then ſtand ſtill, behold, and ſee the Ordinances of Chriſt 
wreſted from us, and not bear witneſfle againſt ic > Upon this 
account ( though the intreaties of divers friends have been 
very preſling ) 1 am not unwilling that this Sermon concer- 
ning Ordinances be brought into publike view. 

You may reade in the Scripture, That in the times next be- 
fore Chriſt and his glorious coming, Profeſſors ſhal not keep 
their Garments, which they were uſed to wear with honour ; 
Therefore ſaith our Savior, Bleſſed zs he that Watcheth,and kee- 
peth his Garments, leſt he walk naked and they ſee his ſhame, Rev. 
16.15. When ſhal this be? in the time of the pouring out of 
the 6th vial, which is immediatly before the coming ofChriſt, 
for he ſaith,then, Behold I come as a Thief;bleſſed is he that wat- 
cheth, cc In Mat.24-it is faid, Immediatly after the tribulation 
of thoſe days, ſhal appear the ſign of the Son of man. verl. 29, 30. 
Whar days are thoſe ? Even the. days when men ſhal ſay of 
Chriſt, Behold he ts in the deſert behold he us in the ſecret chamber, 
v.26.Gone from the publick Ordinances, only to be enjoyed 
in private : Who ſhal thoſe be that ſhal ſay thus? ſuch as 
would fain be reputed Prophets, ſuch as have had a hand in 
-| the great works 'of God in thoſe tunes, and ſuch as have been 
great and high Profeſſors; for ſaith our Savior, There ſl ari/e 
falſe Chriſt c,and falſe Prophets,and ſhal ſhew great Pn: + Wor- 
ders,in ſo much as ( if it be poſſible )rhey ſhal deceive the very elett, 
v.24. Butwhen ſhal theſe things be?Immediatly beforeChriſts 
coming,v.29.for faith he, Verily this generation (that is the ge- 
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neration on which he ſpike of,not which he ſpake to) Bal nor | 
paſs til al theſe things be {alfiled;fo that immediatly before the | 
glorions coming of Chriſt, men ſhal depart from, and caſt a- 
way the precious Ordinances of Jeſus Chriſt; which is as wel 
orief, as comfort,to us : Grief, That there ſhould be ſuch de-. 
clinings ; Comfort, That our Lord is at hand. This declining, 
isani)lſin; but a good fign: as anill fin, it's grief ; as a good 
gn of Chriſts coming,ſo1t's comfort, And it ourLord & $a- 

vior be at hand,evenat the door,Fho World not Watch and hee p | 

his garments?S$hal we not watch with him one hour?The ſcope 

and drift of this Sermon,js, To cal upon yours and mine own 

foul tro watch. Wherein is proved, both in the general,That | 
Ordinances,and in particular, That fuch and ſuchOrdinances | 
ought to be ſtil continued, & that New-Teſtament beleevers | 

are ſti! to live under the ſame ; not that they ſhould not live | 
beyond them, in the uſe of them; for in the way of Nature, | 

we are to ule our daily bread, though we do live beyond it. | 
Living under an Ordinance,as Chriſts appointment, & living | 
beyond it, in regard of Divine enjoyment are not repugnant; | 
but that beleevers ſhould ſo live beyond the Ordinances, as 
that they are not bound to the ufe thereof, is the thing which 
this Sermon lies againſt, 

I have not ſpoken of the Lords day herein; there are divers 
Treaties abroad which do prove that an Ordinance of Chriſt 
to be ſtil continued, and the cleering and proving thereof, re- 
quires more time then an hour or two in Preaching would 
admit. Neither have I ſpoken much unto that Objection, viz. 
That all the Ordinances of Chriſt do hang npon the Miniſtry, and 
there can be vo Miniſtery now, bacanſe thoſe extraordinary Gifts 
of the holy Ghoſt are wanting : For the Queſtion before me was 
not, Whether the Ordizances may, or can poſſibly continue, but 
whether they oreght to continge ? Yet as to that Objection, I ad, 
If you look into that 1 Epiſt. to Tim. c. 1. v. 3. where the A- 
poſtle PayFdoth ſet down the Qualifications of one who i; fit to 
be a Miniſter of the Goſpel, ye ſhal not find one word decla- 
ring that thoſe extraordinary Gifts of the holy Ghoſt, are a- 


ny pare of the Eſſential Qualification of an Elder, or m_ : 
the 
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the Apoſtle fhews how a man ſhould be quallified that is 
made a Deacon, ver(.8,9,10,11,12. how a Widdow ſhould de 
qualitied who 15 to be taken inco that number,Chap. 5.verſ.9. 
10. and how a B:/bop or Elder ſhowld be qualified, Cap. 3. but| 
chough he ſer down many particulars of the qualifications of 
a man fit for that Ofhce, yet not one word of theſe Extraor- 
dinary Gifts, plainly ſpeaking this truth , That rhoſe gifts are 
not of the Eſſence of a Miniſter of the Geſpel. Yea, where do we 
find, That thoſe or4inary Elders cholen in the Apoſtles time, 
AF. 13. Tit. 1. were endued with ſuch Gifts ? Apoſtles and 
Evangeliſts, who were extraordinary Officers, and not to 
continue, had thoſe Gifts,we read they had them; but where 
do we read, That the ordinary Elders, who were to continue, 
had theſe extraordinary Gifts of the holy Ghoſt conſtantly ? 
We find that Baprtiſme was adminiſtred to thoſe perſons who 
had none of theſe Gifts, A#. 8. 15, 16, 17. That the Lords 
Supper was adminiftred to Chriſts Diſciples before the holy Ghoſt, 
in thoſe gifts, fell upon them. Mat. 26. And that the Churches 
Cenſure requires no ſuch gifts, Mat. 18. Now therefore if 
the Ordinances may be received without them, and they are 
not of the Eſſence of the Miniſtry, why ſhould any man 
think that the Ordinances of Jeſus Chriſt do ſo hang upon 
theſe, that if thefe be wanting, the Ordinances cannot be uſed 
or adminiſtred ? 

And as for the Lords day ( whichis called the Lords day, 
as the Lords Supper is, becauſe of the Lords appointment and 
Inſtitution ) who doth not ſee how the power of godlineſſe 
hath grown and thriven under the droppings thereof ? What 
Nation. or Kingdom is there under all the Heavens, where 
the Power of godlinefſe hath flouriſhed more then in Z xg- 
land ? Why? ( not excluding other reaſons of Gods Grace 
and Free love to us) but becauſe the Lords day hath live& 
more Inſtitution-wiſe in Exg/and, then in any other part of 
the World ; and what gracious man is there in'all this Nati- 
on, who may not riſe up and fay to this day, Bleſſed art thou 
amons ſt the days of the Week, my Soul doth; yea, and all Gene- 
rations ſhall call thee bleſſed. 


The 
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The other Sermon is a>out Grace and Gifts ; The Excelley- 
cy of Grace aud Love above Gifts : Whereunto we ſhal do wel 
that we take heed, for if our gifts do wax wanton , they wil 
deſpiſe Ordinances, and kick againſt Grace it ſelf, which they 
have the more cauſe to nouriſh, becauſe they live plentiful- 
ly under the roof of Grace : happy is the man whole gifts do 
cheriſh his graces, and whoſe graces do produce gifts ; and 
as diverſities of gifts ſhould not make us diſagree or envy one 
another, but rather bind us in love to one another, ſo extra- 
ordinary enjoyments ſhould not draw us from ordinat 
means. but quicken up our hearts thereunto: as if God do 
marvelouſly bleſſe us without Prayer, and we be driven the 
more unto Prayer by it, then,tis of God and his love; but if 
it cauſe us to leave or negle Prayer, then it is perilous. Now 
theſe are perilous times, for they are the laſt times ; where- 
fore good Reader, let us deſire rather to have plain (race, 
chen fine Gifts ; for this is the more excellent way. | 

I have not had ſo much time to peruſe theſe two Sermons 
25 1 would, for the Notes ſtaid a very litt] while in my hands; 
but I find they are agreeable to what I delivered in Preach- 
ins, whereunto I have made ſome little Addition. The Title 
and Frontiſpiece I left to my Friends who defired the Prin- 
ting : the mending of ſome Preſſe-faulrs, I muſt leave to the 
Pen of the Reader. Now the good Lord himſelf, who hath 
often refreſhed our Souls with the ſenſe of his love in Chriſt 
Jeſus, keep all our feet in his ways, and .grant that we may 
hold faſt what we have, leſt another take our Crown. 


Yours in the (roſpel of our 
tobe Lord Feſus (hrift, 
| W 1c. Brx1iDGE. 
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DeurT.18.latter part of the 15.verl. 


— Unto Hm ſhall ye hearken. 


Heſe words are ſpoken concerning our Lord and $a- 

vior Jeſus Chriſt, who is our great Prophet ; whoſe 

work and office it is, To reveal and make known the 

Mind and Will of God the Father unto us : Our du- 
ty therefore is, To hearken unto him. And this is that Infe- 
rence which the Lord Himſelf makes here, Vnto Him hal ye 
hearken. Only ye may obſerve, That when the Apoſtle Peter 
in Af. 3. doth cite this Scripture, he gives you a double ex- 
poſition ; For whereas it is {aid inthe 19. verſe of this Chap. 
It ſhal com to paſs,that Whoſoever Wil not hearken unto my words, 
Which he ſhal ſpeak_in my Name, I wil require it of him. Peter, 
in Af.3.23. renders it thus ; And it ſhalcomtopaſs, that every 
ſoul Which vil not hear the Prophet, ſhal be deſtroyed from among 
the People, And whereas it is ſaid here inthe text, Vnts Him 
ſhal je hearken, Peter in Af.3-22. renders it thus, Him ſhal Ye 
hear in all things, whatſoever He ſhal ſay unto you. So that this 
is the great Infecence and Uſe that the Lord Himſelf doth 


dl is ® 


make of this Prophetical office of Chriſt, Vato Him /oal y: 
hearken. It 


Preached 
it Ste P- 
ney 7«ly 
l 5.1049 


& 


eA Vindication of Ordinances. 


- 


4 


It will therefore b- worth our time to conſider, What it 
is for to hearken to him this great Prophet. Know therefore, 
that when he ſaith, Unto him ſhall ye hearken ; the meaning 
is, Unto him alone, and to noneelſe ; as, Thou ſhalt worſhip 
the Lord thy God , our Savior tranſlates, and him only ſhalt thou 

ſerve. So here, Unto him ſhall ye hearken ; that is, to him 
only, to him alone, and to noneelſe. 

Now a man is faid to hearken unto Chriſt this great Pro- 
pher, either when he doth acknowledge, receive, and ſub- 
mit unto his appointments ; or elſe when he doth obey his 
voice with the obedience of Faith. I ſay, firſt a man is ſaid 
to hearken unto Chriſt this great Prophet, when he doth re- 

ceive, acknowledge , and ſubmit unto his appointments : 
And therefore if you compare the 1oth of Aatrhew with 
the 10th of Lake, ye ſhall ind, That Hearing and Receiving 
are the ſame 'hing. In the 1oth of Matthew, at the 40.verl. 
He that receiveth you, receiveth me. Inthe 10th of Lake,at the 
IE. verſe, He that heareth you, heareth me. What is Hearing 
in one, is Receiving in the other : ſo that I ſay, Firſt a man is 
faid to hear Chriſt this great Prophet, when he doth receive, 
acknowledge, and ſubmit unto his appointments : this is our 
duty ; when it is ſaid, Unto him ſhall ye hearken,this is here 
commanded, 

For the opening therefore , and preſling of this truth, I 
ſhall labor, 
Firſt to ſhew you, What thoſe appointments of Chriſt 
this great Prophet of ours are, which we are to receive, ac- 
knowledg, and to ſubmit unto,and thereby to hearken unto 
bim. 

Secondly, That theſe appointments and Inſtitutions of his, 
do ſtiH continue and bind us, and that we are ſtill ro hear- 
ken to him therein; ſtill he lives and ſpeaks in thoſe appoint- 
ments. 

Thirdly, I ſhall Anſwer to ſome Objections, Queſtions, 
and Caſes of Conſcience concerning Ordinances, and the In- 
ſticutions of Chriſt, 47d 
Fourthly, Shew you, What a dangerous thing it is for a 


man 
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man 'to'turn his back upon, and ears from, the voice of 
this great Prophet ſpeaking in his Appointments and Inſticu- 
tLONsS. | 

Fifthly; How, and in what manner this hearing work 
ſhould be rightly performed ? 

Firſt ; If you ask me, What theſe Appointments are,which 
we are to receive, acknowledge, and ſubmit unto, and ſo to 
hearken unto this great Prophet in ? 

I Anſwer, Thatif you look into the whole new Teſtament, 
you ſhal find, the Precepts of Chriſt are either Aforal, as 
the Ten Commandements, or Poſitive, As for the Moral 
Precepts of the Ten Commandements, though our Lard 
and Saviour CHRIST, hath added no new thing unto 
them, more than what was before; yet, as I may o ſpeak, 
he hath put them into another dreſs than what was formerly 
put upon them ; for faith he in the 5 Chapter of Aatthew, It 
hath been ſaid by them of old, T hou ſhalt nst commit Adultery : 
But I ſay nnto you, Whoſoever looketh upon a Woman to luſt after 
her, cc. Inthis 5 Chapter of Matthew, there are (ix Caſes 
that our Lord and Savior Chriſt ſpeaks unto, in three of 
them he makes mention of the very words of the Moral 
Law; as at the 21 verſe, Te have heard it Was ſaid of old, Thou 
ſaalt net kill : at the 27 verſe, Te have heard that ut was ſaid of 
old, T hou ſhalt not commit Adultery. So gain, verie 33. Bur 
now when he ſpeaks of the other Laws that were not of the 
ten Commandements, - ye may obſerve chit he alters his 
manner of ſpeaking, Te have heard that it bath been ſaid, An 
Eye'for Eye : he doth not fay, Ye have heard that it hath 
been ſaid, Ly them of olatime. When ( 14ay) he ſpeaks of a- 
ny of the Ten Commandements, that Clauſe is added : 
js wr ſpeaks of the other Three Caſes, that Claiiſe is not 
added. 

Again, You may obſerve this, That thoſe words, Te have 


| heard that it Was ſaid To them of old time,Mhould be rather cran- 


ſlated ( as it is in ſome of your Books ) Te have beard that it 
was ſaid By them of 01d time ; which appears by the anuthetis, 
or oppolition, Bat I ſay. 

i Again ; 


Anſw. 
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Again ; You may obſerve, That when he ſaith at the 17.v. 
Think not that I am come to deſtroy the LaW or the Prophets , 
1 am not come to deſtroy but tofulfil: Thoſe words (according 
to the Original ) may be read thus, I am not come to deſtroy, 
bat to fill ap ; for though Chriſt added nothing nato the ten 
Commandements or Moral Law, yet notwithſtanding, he 
did more fully reveal and make known what was, and is 


| therein commanded ; for our Lord and Savior Chriſt, did. 


not barely ſpeak againſt the falſe gloſſes and Interpretations 
of the Jews, and Jewiſh R2bbins ; for he inſtanceth in the 
words of Moſes, and of the Law it ſelf. 1t hath been ſaid by 
them, T hou ſhalt not commit Adultery : but I ſay, Whoever loo- 
keth upon a Woman to luſt, c>c. What then, were not unclean 
thoughts forbidden by the Law, and in Xe/es time? Yes: 
but when Chriſt came, he doth more fully and cleerly re- 
veal what was before commanded and forbidden in the 
Law ; and ſo though he hath made-no new addition-to the- 
Law, yet in this reſpect he hath (as it were) made ſome ad- 
vance upon the very Moral Law, the ten Commandements ; 
and herein weare to hearken to him this great Prophet, by 
acknowledging, receiving, and ſubmitting unto theſe com- 
mands thus opened and interpreted by him. 

But now if you look upon the Poſitive Precepts or Com- 
mandernents of Chriſt, you ſhal find, that Jeſus Chriſt hath: 
given forth many that were not given forth in the times of 
loſes, or of the Old Teſtament. For in the times of the 
O1d Teſtament, Circumciſion was, now Baptiſm is : then- 
the Paſſover, now the Lords Supper: then their Miniſters 
were Prieſts and Levites, now Paſtors and Teachers : then: 
the whole Nation of the Jews a Church, now as men do Be- 
leeve they are added to the Church : then if any man did- 
ſin preſumptuouſly , he was to be cut off by the Sword 
from among the people; now to.be cut off by the Cenſures 
of the Church. So that I ſay, if youlook upon the-Poſt- 
tive Precepts, there are many that are now given forth-by 
Chriſt, which were not given forth before inthe times of 
Moſes, and of the Old Teſtament,and theſe, all theſe we are- 
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to receive, to acknowledge, and to ſubmit unto, and herein 
to-hearken to this great Prophet. 

But it will be granted on all hands , That there are many 
Appointments, Inſtitutions, and Ordinances which were g1- 
ven forth by this great Prophet in the times of the New Te- 
ſtament: but theQueſtion rs, Whether theſe are to continue 
ſtill or no? We grant indeed, that there were ſuch Appoint- 
ments in Chriſts own time, and in the Apoſtles time; for 
the people of thoſe times, and of that generation : bur the 
Queſtion is, Whether theſe ſtill are to continue, and whe- 
cher ſtill we are to ſubmit, to receive, and to acknowledge 
theſe Appointments ; and ſo whether ſtill we are to hear- 
ken unto Chriſt herein? 

For Anſwer hereunto: Obſerve I pray, the laying of 
Chriſts Appointments, Inſtitutions, and Ordinances, If 
they be laid and preſt upon univerſal and perpetnal 

rounds, then they are ſtill ro continue. Now you ſhall 
Ed, that theſe Appointments, Inſtitutions, and Ordinances 
of Chriſt, Baptiſm, the Lords Supper, Particular Churches, 
the Miniſtry, Church Cenſurs, Singing of Pſalmes, 
and the like, are laid upon ſuch univerſal and perpetu- 
al grounds., as to continue until Chriſts coming a- 
ain. 

I ſhall touch a little upon theſe Particulars, and prove the 
thing firſt by way of enumeration, 

As for that of Particular Chmrches : You find in the Book 
of the Revelation,tha Chriſt ſpeaks of things to come after 


* 


John's time who lived the longeſt of all the Apoſtles : at 


the firſt Chapter, and the firſt verſe thus : The kh evelation of | 


Zeſus Chriſt Which Gid gave unto him, 10 ſhew unto his {{xants 
things which mu (t ſhortly come to paſs. And in the 4 Chapter 
and the latter erd of the 1 verſe, faith the Lord CFriſt ro 
Zohn, I will fhew thee things Which muſt be hereafter. Now in 
the fiſt Chapter he gives him a Vition of the Son of man 
walking between the ſeven golden Candleſticks : and he 
tells us at the jaſt Verſe, That thoſe ſeven golden Candle- 
ſticks, are the ſeven Churches : Chewing, That thus Chriſt 
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would appear unto his people in the way of Churches af- 
ter 7oha's time, in the times'that were to come. And fo in 
the cloſe of rhe Book of the Revelation, after he had ſpoken 
of all things tharſhonld come to'paſſe, faith he at'the 16. 
verſe, I have ſent mine Angel to teſtifie unto you theſe things in 
the Churches. Not in the Charch in general , but in the 
Churches. And if ye look into the firſt Epiſtle of Timothy, 
ye ſhall tind, chat the Apoſtle Pail having given direRions, 
and ſeveral Precepts concerning Biſhops, Elders, Deacons, 
Widdows, and about the ordering of the houſe 'of God , 
( which faith he, is che Church of 'God ) he concludes all 
with a folemn Charge, Chap6.Verſ.13. [give thee Charoe in 
the fight of God, and before Jeſs Chriſt, That thon keep the Com- 
manaement ( nocthis, butche Cbmmatidement; according to 
the old Tranſlation, and the'Original Greek ) without por, 
unrebukable, nntil the appearing of our Lord eſs Chriſt : 
Which appearing, doth fynchronize with the judging of the 
quick anddead, 2 Tim. Chap. 4. Verſ. 1. but Timothy him- 
ſelf doth not live ſo long, and therefore this Charge lies up- 
on every Miniſter and others reſpeRively, for ſo indeed the 
Charge is direRted to the man of God, Chapter 6. Verle 1. 
who by the ſame Apoſtle is interpreted to be every Miniſter. 
Epiſt.2.chap.3.verſ.17. So that the ordering of Gods houſe 
by Biſhops, or Elders, Deacons, and Widdows,is ſtil to con- 
tinue, and therefore particular Churches and Congregations 
for publick Worſhip ſtill co continue. 

As for the Miniſtry, you know what the Apoſtle faith in 
the 4 Chapter to the Epheſians, at the 11 verſe, ſpeaking of 
Coriſt,, He gave ſome, ApoſHes : ſome, Prophets : ſome, Evan- 
geliſts : and ſome, Paſtors and Teachers, for the perfetting of 
the Saints, for the work of the Miniſtry , for the edifying of the 
body of @hriſt. Well, but how long are theſe to continue ? 
reade the 13 verſe. 7:1! we all come in the unity of the Faith, and 
of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfeft man , unto the 
meaſure of the ſtature of the fulne(s of Chriſt. And I pray, are 
we yet come unto this Condition ? It may be ſome particular 
man will dare to ſay it, that he himſelf is come unto this 
condition, 
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condition, this ſtature of the fulneſs of Chriſt ; but mark 
what the Apoſtle faith, till we all come in the unity of the 
Faith. Whata world of differences in'Faith are there now 
amongſt us? but ſaith the Apoſtle, Theſe Offices of the Mi- 
niſtry, are to continue till we a// come ; not till.one 'man 
comes, or two men come; but till we a// come unto the uni- 
ty of the Faith ; that is not yet come to pals, and therefore 
| the Miniſtry is ſtill co continue ; neither can it be ſaid, That 
1 this unity of Faith is to be underſtood of the Dodcrine of 
Faith ; for that were to ſay,That the Miniſtry were to con- 
tinue till the Do&rines and Rules for the Miniſtry were gi- 
ven out, and then to ceaſe : And if ye look into the 68. P/a!. 
from whetice theſe words are.cited ; ye-ſhal fine atthe 18. 
verſ. that Chriſt hath given theſe gifts, That the Lord God 
might dVvel amongFt men. As if there were no abode or dwel- 
ling for God amongſt men, without theſe gifts ; and have 
we not need ſti], thatGod ſhould dwel amongſt us? yea,and 
doth not God ſtill dwel amongſt us ? 

As for Baptiſme ; you know what our Lord and Savior 
Chriſt aid co his Diſciples, Mar. 28.1 9-Go reach all Nations, 
baptizing them. Ido notinſiſt upon thoſe words, Lo, / am 
with you until the end of the world, though that will carry it ; 
but I pray you mark thoſe words, Go teach all Nations, bapti- 
zing them. So that all Nations are to be Taught & Baptized: 
Baptiſm therefore, is not to end till all Nations be taught 
and baptized ; and is that done? reade what is {aid inthe 
24 Of Matthew, at the 14 verſ. And this Goſpel of the King- 
dom ſhal be Preached in all the World, for 4 witneſs unto all Na- 
tions,and then ſhal the end come. But the end is not yet come ; 
when the Goſpel is preached unto al Nations, then ſhal the 
end come; butthe end is not yet come, therefore the Go- 
| ſpel ſtill is ro be preached unto the Nations, and they to be 
—_ and fo this Ordinance of Baptiſm'is to continue 

ill, 

As for that of the Lords Smpper ; ye know what the Apo- 

ſtle ſaith, As oft as ye eate, cc. Ye ſhew forth the Lords death 


till be come. That cannot be underſtood of the coming [on 
e 
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| the Spirit; for ſo he was come in the Apoſtles time. Bur 


-upon us, as upon the Corinthians ? If indeed the Apoſtle 


| alſo, which you have at the 17. verſe? And if we nund 
[=be I Cor. 5, Chap. we may ſee that the Apoſtle Pax doth 


if ye look into the tirſt of the Corinthians,and the 11.Chap- 
ter,ye ſhal ſee what a reaſon the Apoſtle gives,why he gave 
out the Lords Supper unto the Corinthians, and why they 
were to receive it ; even ſuch a reaſon as reacheth unto us 
as wel as to the Corinthians, ſaith he at the 23. ver, For 1 
have received of the Lord, that which alſo I delivered unto you, 
That the Lord eſs, the ſame night in Which he Was betraied, 
took bread, &c. He makes this the reaſon why he gave forth 
the Lords Supper unto the Corinthians, and why they were 
to receive it, Even becauſe that the Lord Jeſus Chriſt did 
ive it .to his Diſciples in the night when he was betraied, 
and becauſe he had thus received of the Lord, &c. Nowl 
appeal unto any man, I not this reaſon as good a reaſon 


had made this the reaſon, I have received a meffage from 
Chriſt, That you Corinthians ſhould receive the Lords Sup- 
per, then this reaſon had not bound us as well as them, 
but the reaſon that he gives of this diſpenſation, reacheth 
tous as well as them, and therfore to continue amongſt us 
as it was uſed amongſt them, 

As for the Cenſares of the Church, in caſe that any do of- 
fend and continue ſcandalouſly and obſtinately in their ſin 
Ye know what our Savior faith,in the 18. of Matthew, Tell 
it unto the Chnrch : but if he negleft to hear the Church,let him 
be unto thee as a heathen man, and a publican. Now if you 
look upon the verſes before and after this text, ye ſhal find 
that they all do bind us. Verſ. 10. Take heed that ye diſpiſe 
nor. one of theſe little ones * that ſtill continues. So after this 
rext, Peter came unto Chriſt and ſaid, Lerd, how aft ſhall my 
brother ſin againſt me and 1 fergive him ? feſt ſaith unto him, 
I ſay unto thee, Not till ſeven times, but untill ſeventy times 
ſeven times, verſe 21. yea, look upon the whole Chapter, 
and the other verſes thereof, and ye find, that they do 
Mill bind us and continue vpon us, Why thereſore not this 
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argue this Cenſure of the Chu rch, from univerſal, perpetu- 
al, and moral grounds ; Caſt out therefore the old leaven, 


why ? becauſe a /irtle leaven leaveneth the whole lump. 


As for Singing of Pſalmes : You know what is faid con- 
cerning our Savior Chriſt and his Diſciples when they had 
received the Supper, Aſatr-26.30- And when they had ſung an 
Hymn,they went out.It was an uſual praQtice among the Jews 
after the Paſſover, to fing arHymn : our Savior Chriſt did 
receive the Paſſover then, bur he did not fing 4 Plalm, or 


Hymn between the Paſſover and the Lords Supper, but he 


takes the Hymn and removes it from following the Paſſo- 
ver, and hangs it upon the Lords Supper, to ſhew that it 
ſhould be a New Teſtament Ordinance. 

And they a//ſang : for thoſe that went out did ſing , and 
when they had ſung an Hymn they all went out. 

And they all ſang igerhies : For if one of them only did 
ſing, then either our Lord and Savior Chriſt alone did ing, 
or ſome one of his Diſciples did ſing alone : our Lord and 
Savior Chriſt did not ſing alone, for the Evangeliſt would 
have told us ſo: 7ohn tels us, That our Savior Prayed then; 
and he ſets down his Prayer in the 17 of 7ohn; and faith he, 
he Prayed,. and heſaid, Father, glorifie thy Son, cc. Soif 
Chriſt had ſung alone, 7-hx or ſome other Evangeliſt; 
would have ſaid that he ſung, and would have given us his 
Pſalm which he ſung , as well as his Prayer which he Pray- 
ed: Neither can it be ſaid, That they all ſung, becauſe they. 
did all conſent unto what he did : for they conſented unto 
his Preaching, to the Miracles which he wrought, and to 
his Prayer which he made; yet it's not ſaid, They wrought 
this orchat Miracle when he wrought it; or that they Prea- 
ched,when he Preached; or that they Prayed,when he Pray- 
ed alone : yea,where do we find in all the New Teſtament, 
that they are faid co do any thing that Chriſt did alone: 
ſurely therefore he did not (ing here alone, for it's ſaid, Axd 


| When-they had ſung, cc. Nor did one of his Diſciples ſing a- 


lone ; for to that kind of finging two gifts are required, the 
gifts of Propkelie, wherby a man is able to ſpeak in the Con- 
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gregation to the benefit of the whole body ; and the melo- 
dious gift of ſinging. Now thoſe gifts were not yet given, 
for Chriſt was not yet dead and aſcended, and therefore 
one of the Diſciples did not ſing alone ; and if Chriſt did 
not ſing alone, nor one of his Diſciples alone, then they all 
ſang together. 

 Ibutr if they did all fing together, how could it be to e- 
dification ? For we reade in the 3 of the Coloſſians, that the 
Apoſtle ſaies thus, Let the word of Chriſt dwel in you richly in 
all wiſdom,teaching and admoniſhing one another in Pſalms,and 
Hymns, and ſpiritual ſengs. How can we teach and admoniſh 
one another, if we fing all together ? If a Diſciple do ſing 
alone, he may teach and admoniſh the reſt. 

For Anſwer to that, I ſhal but acquaint you with the 
miſ-reacing of the words ; look upon the words inthe 16 
verſ. and the very right reading will take off this and 0. 
ther ſcruples. The words are to be read thus, Let the word 
of Chriſt awel in you richly in all Wiſdem, teaching and admoni- 
ſhing one another : ( there's the ſtop) 1n Pſalms, and Hymns, 
and ſpiritual ſoags, ſinging with grace in your hearts to the Loyd, 
The words do not run thus, Let the Word of Chriſt dwe} 
in you richly in all Wiſdom, teaching and admoniſhing 
one another in Pſalms ( ſtopping there ) but in the Greek 
and Original, the words run thus, Let the word of Chriſt 
dwel in yuu richly in «ll wiſdom , teaching and admoniſhing one 
another : (there's the ſto p) In Pſalms, and Hymns,and ſpiritt- 
al Songs, ſinging with grace in your kearts to the Lord. And 
thus there is a better ſenſe of the words too, and a greater 
dependance of things together. So that 1 fay, our Lord 
and Savior Chriſt and his Diſciples did all ſing together. 
Ard if they all ſurg together at the Supper, why ſhould nor 
his pracice be a Kule to us as well as his receiving the Sup= 
peraRuleto us; asit is preſſed by the Apcſtle io that, 1 
Cor.11, if Chriſt could ſing thus with the Diſciples with- 
out ſtinting the Spirit in whom the Spirit was without mea- 
ſure, then alſo may we ſing together, and yet not ſtint the 
Spirit ; but Chriſt and his Diſciples did all ſing together, 


and 
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| herein. 


and that for our example. Thus whether you look upon 
01e or another of theſe Ordinances, ye find that they are 
ſti!l to continyge, and that we are to receive, acknowledge, 
and ſubmit unto theſe Appointments, and ro hear Chriſt 


Burt beſides theſe particulars, take Three or Four gene- 
ral Reaſons for the continuance of them. 

Firſt,Ff chat the Word of the new Teſtament,as comman- 
ding to Befceve, and promiſing to give the Spirit, I ſay, if 
this Word docontinue, then the Ordinances of Chrif are 
ſtill ro continue : If the Appointments, Inſtitutions, and 
Ordinances of Chriſt be not ſtill ro continue, then the 
Word of the newTeſtament ; as,the Commandement of be- 
leeving, and the promiſe of giving the Spirit, do not conti- 
nue neither, there is the ſame reaſon; for, when we ſay 
thatthe Lord Jeſus Chriſt hath appointed Baptiſm , the 
Lords Supper, and other Ordinances, what do men fay ? 
True, theſe were appointed indeed forthoſe times , when 
Chriſt and the Apoſtles lived. But now I pray, May not 
the ſame be ſaid concerning the Commandement of Belee- 
ving, and concerning the promiſe of giving the Spirit 2 you 
ſay that-you are bound to beleeve ; how prove you that ? 
ſxy you, Becauſe Chriſt hath Commanded me : But I An- 
{wer you with your own Anſwer, He Commanded the men 
of thoſe times only: You ſay, That you ſhal have the Spirir, 
How prove you that ? Chriſt hath promiſed it, but how 
prove you, That the promiſe of the Spirit reacheth beyond 
choſe times ? Look what you Anſwer for the Ordinances, 
that may be Anſwered to the Commandement of Faith, and 
the promiſe of giving the Spirit, and ſo for the whole new 
Teſtament ; and fo both Old and New Teſtament wiltfall 
to the ground, and then we return ro Heatheniſm, 

Secondly, If the DoQrine of the Ordinances be of the 
foundation'df our Religion, then certainly che Ordinances 
are ſtill to continue ; for without a foundation there is no 


building. Now if you look into the 6 Chapter of the He- 


brews, you ſhal find, That the DoArine of Ordinances 4$ " 
C tae 
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and of faith towards God,of theDoftrine of bapti/ms,and of lay- 


preſling, urging, and inculcating thereof upon them ; as 


! very Epiſtle. 


the foundation of Religion, yerſe the 1. Therefore leaving the 
principles of the Daitrine of Chriſt, let us' go 0n unto perfeition, 
not li)ing again the fayndation of repentance from aead Works, 
ing on of han4s, > of re/urreftion of the dead, & cternal judg- 
ment. Whatthis Baptiſin is,T wil not diſpute; what this lay- 


ing on of h4nds is, I wil not now reaſon, ; but certainly they 
muſt be Ordinances. Now 1cok ( ſairh,the Apoſtle) as the 
Doctrine of che Reſurrecion,and eternal judginert, and re- : 
pentance from dead works, and of faith rowards (0d, are 
fundamental DoArines ; ſo the DoArine of Baptiſms, and 
laying on of hands, are of:'the foyndation. Now I ſay, if 
theſe are of the foundation, then-the Ordinances mult till 
continue. Neither can it be faid, That theſe Doarines of 
Baprtiſms, and of the laying on of hands, are to be laid aſide, 
becauſe the Apoſtle faith, Leaving theſe principles let rs go on 
toperfetion; for thereby he meaneth only in regard of his 


appears by the words of the former Chapter in'the laſt ver- 
ſes; otherwiſe he ſhould wiſhthem to lay afide the Do- 
Arine of the Reſurreion, eternal Judgment , and Faith 
towards God, which he preſleth to in the after part of this 


—  - — 


Thirdly, If this be a great difference between the Mini- 
ſtration of Moſes in the times of the, Old, Teſtament, & the | 
Miniſtrarion of Chriſt, and of the Goſpel ; that the Mini- - 


1 ſtration of Moſes and the Old Teſtament was not to conti- 


nue, and the M;niſtration of the Goſpel is to continue,then | 
ſurely the Ordinances of Chriſt 'are ſtill ro abige. Now | 
look into the 2 of the Corinthians, the 3, Chapter ,and there 
plainly you ſhal ſee this difference, If the Miniſtration of | 
death, Written and engraven in ſtones, Was glories, (at verl.7. 
how ſhall not the Miniſtration of the Spirit be rather glorious ? 
Verſ. 11. For if that which # done away. Was, glorious, much 
more that which remaineth is glories. He makes this diffe- 
rence between the Miniſtration of the Goſpel, and that 


of Moſes, that one is to be done away, and the other re- 
mains: , 
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mains, Now if the Ordinances were not to continue and 
remain, what difference would there be, as concerning this |: 
mittgr, between the Miniſtration of Aſoſes, and the Mini- 
ſtration of the Goſpel? But the Apoſtle here plainly ſpeaks, 
that this is the difference, The Miniſtration of the one is ro 
be done away, the Miniſtration of the other doth ſtill con- |. 
tinue ; therefore the Ordinances, and the Appointments of] 
Chrift do ſtill remain, | | 
Fourthly. If there ſhall-be Ordinances in the moſt glo- 
rious times that are tocome, when there ſhall be a full 
powring out of the Spirit of God upon the Children of 
men, then certainly they are to remain now: And if you | 
look either upon the laſt of 1/aias, Feremy 3. Zachary-14. or | 
upon other Scriptures where mention is made of the moſt 
glorious times that are yet to come ; ye ſhal find, that there 
1s mention made alſo of Ordinances in thoſe times. Only 
ler us look into the 11 Chap. of the Revelation, and ye ſhal 
find there at the 15 verſe, The ſeventh- Angel ſounded, and 
there were great vojces in Heaven, ſaying,TheK ingdoms' of this 
World are \Ljaſ the Kingdems of our Lord, and of his Chriſt, 
and he ſhall reign for ever and ever, Here are plainly the glo- 
rious times ſpoken of that are yet 'tocome. Wel, ſhal there 
be any Ordinances then ? Yes; for atthe 19 verſe, And the 
Temple of the Lord was opened in Heaven, and there Was ſeen in 
hisT emple the ark of h15T eſt ament. What is this but Ordinan- 
ces? The Ark,the viſible fign of the preſence of God in way 
of Ordinances : and the Temple opened, though it was 
ſhut before. But it is ſaid in the latrer end of the Book of 
the } eve/ation, there ſhall be no Temple. True, no Jewiſh 
Temple, for there he ſpeaks in that Chapter of the Conver- 
ſion of the Jews, and the bringing in of the Jews, but a 
Chriſtian Temple ſhal then be opened again, though ſhur 
before in Antichriſtian times, in thoſe glorious rimes the 
Temple ſhal be fully opened again. Now I fay, if thatin 
thoſe more glorious times, when the Spirit ſhall be fully 
powred out upon the Children of men, there ſhall be Ocdci- 
nances, then certainly they are now to continue, but to 1t 
: C 2 is, 
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Obje.r, 


| 


Anſve. 


Object. þ 


is, ſurely therefore the Appointments, Inſtitutions, and 
Ordinances of Chriſt are: ſti}l, ro continue; we are to 


acknowledge, receive , and, 1wbmirt unto. theſe Appoint- 


ments, and to hearken unto Chriſt our great Prophet here- 
[Ne | 
But,what need of Ordinances ? for enjoy God moſt in 
private, when I go unto Ged. alone, when I am all alone in 
Prayer, Ienjoy God more than I dap nuderthe publick Or- 
dinances ; and thertore whar need ofthem ? | 

Do you enjoy more of God jn private ? What,more than 


ever you did.in pubhick 2 Where wert thou thenConverted? | 
Wert thou not Converted under the publick Miniſtry ? Or--| 


dinarily men are Converted by rhe publick Miniſtry ; and 
now you have ſome good aftteRions an private, Doth that 
good affection that you have in private, ariſe to a higher 
enjoyment of God, then your firſt Converſion to God ? Do 
you think that. a lictle. affe&ion, or drawing out of the 
heart in'private,. doth ariſe-to a higher enjoyment of God 
than your firſt turning to him 2. this cannot be. 1s it not 
an eaſie thing for a man to think that God is moſt enjoyed, 
when his heart is moſt affected > Ir is poſſible that a mans 
heart may be more affected , when God is leſſe enjoyed ; 
ſuch is the deceit of our hearts. God is moſt enjoyed, where 
God is moſt ſerved. But now, ſuppoſe God were more en- 
joyed in private, than under publick Ordinances (1 do bur 
ſuppoſe it ) yet were this no reaſon why a man ſhould lay 
by the publick Ordinances ; for you are ſometimes in your 
Cloſet at Prayer,and there you enjoy God ; ſometimes you 
are below at Dinner and Supper, and you have ſome en- 
joyments of God there. But I pray tel me, Whether do you 
enjoy God more at your ordinary Dinner and Supper, or in 
your Cloſer in Prayer? Surely, I enjoy God more in my 


Cloſet in Prayer: And is this a Reaſon now. why you ſhould | 


never Dine and Sup again? Yet notwithſtanding, how do 
people reaſon thus ! I enjoy God more in private, therfore 


1 muſt lay by the publick. 


Bur yer, I have not only mine own experience, but I have 
the 
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the experience of divers other precious ſouls ; I know ſome 
menand women that have left the Ordinances, the publick 
Ordinances, and they profeſſe, That they never enjoyed 
more of (30d, than fince they have left the Ordinances. 1 
have not therefore mine own experience only , but I have 
the experience of divers other gracious people. 

Poor Soul ! Wilt thou hang thy Salvation upon another 
mans experience? Hath not our Lord and Savior Chriſt 
ſaid, That many ſhal /ay, Lord, Lord, we have Propheſied in 
thy Name,and caſt out Devils in thy Name, + done many won- 
derful things in thy Name ; and Chriſt will ſay unto them, De- 
part, I know you not : Hath not our Savior faid, Not every one 
that ſaith, Lord, Lord, but he that doth the Will of my Father. 
What is the Will of the Father > The Will of the Father is, 
That ye hear his Son. 4 voyce was heard from Heaven, ſaying, 
T hs 1s my beloved Son, hear ye him. How canye hear him, 
and turn your backs upon Chriſts Appointments 2 Is this 
the Will of the Father ? 

But now ſuppoſe it be ſo,that others give in their experi- 
ences, ſome that you look upon as godly and precious ; and 
they ſay, I never enjoyed more of God than ſince I have 
left the Ordinances, Are there not alſo divers godly 
that have ſaid and ſay, I never enjoyed more of God than 
inthe Ordinances ? Yea, and are there not a hundred of 
thoſe to one of the other? yea, and are there not ſome (if 
you £0 to experience ) are there not ſome that have laid by 
the Ordiuances, and by this time are come home ( as you 
ſay ) by Weeping Croſs ? ſome that were in the laſt Defeat 
at Burford, who formerly had laid by the Ordinances, and 
faid they lived upon God, and in God immediatly, ſtout- 
hearted Champions ; yet being Condemnees to die, they cri- 
ed out and ſaid, Oh ! that I might live but two daies lon- 
ger: Oh! that I might live bur one day longer : Oh ! that 
I might liye but one hour longer: 1 am unprepared for 
death, I know not how to die. And yet theſe men faid 
before, that the Ordinances were nothing,” and they lived 
in God, and upon God immediatly ; ſee what it cons ro 
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Anſ\y, 


ee 


how their experience ſhrunk. And wilt thou hang the Sal- 
= of thy Soul upon the exþerienee of ſuch people as 
theſe ! - 

But I do not $0 the way of experience, neither mine own 
nor others experience, but I have Scripture (at leaſt I think 
ſo) and there are three Scriptures eſpecially that do per- 
{wade me : and the one is, that in the Hebrews. You ſhall no 
longer teach your neighbor,but every man ſhall be taught of God, 
Another Scripture 1s, that in Fehn, Te need not that any man 
ſhould teach you, for ye are taught of God, and have received the 
wattion of the Holy one, and need not that man ſhould teach you. 
Another Scripture is,that of Peter, We have a more [ure word 
of Propheſie, unto which ye do well that ye take heed, as unto a 
light that ſhineth in a dark place, antil the day dawn, and the 
day-ſtar ariſe in your hearts. But now the day-ſtar hath a- 
riſen in my heart, and therefore why ſhould I attend upon 
theſe Ordinances any longer ? 

For Anſwer, Let us I pray .conſider whether theſe Scrip- 
tures do ſpeak any ſuch thing or no. 

As for that of the Hebrews, Chapter the 8. the words run 
thus, This is the Covenant that 1 will make With the houſe of 
Iſrael after thoſe daies, ſaith the Lord, at the 10 verſe, 1 will 
put.my Laws into their mind, and \vrite them in their heart , at 
the 11 verſ. Ad they ſhall not teach every man his neighbor,and 
every man his brother ; ſaying, K noW the Lord,for all ſhall know 
me. Mark the words, they do not run as they are ordinarily 
cited by people, viz. They ſhall not teach every man his 
neighbor, for all ſhall know the Lord ; hut thus, They Pall 
not teach every man his neighbor, and every man his brother ,ſay- 
ing, Know the Lord. That is, They ſhall not teach them as if 
they were to teach Heathens, that knew nct the Lord, but 
in Goſpel times they ſhall teach a knowing people. If it 
were only ſaid thus, They ſhall nct teach .every man his 
neighbor, but they ſhall be all taught of God, then it were 
another caſe ; But the words run thus, They ſhal not teach 
every man his neighbor, ſaying, Know the Lord. (there ts 
that clauſe too) That is, They ſhal notteach an Hearheniſh, 
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knowing people, but inthe times of the Goſpel, they ſhall 
be taught by God, and his Miniſters ſhal teach a knowing 
eople. 

| As for that place in Zohn, ye have it in the firſt Epiſtle, 
the 2 Chap.and the 27.verl. Bur the anointing Which you have 
received of him abideth in you, and you need not that any man 
teach you, but as the ſame anointiag teacheth you of all things. 
Now if you look into ver{.18. you wil find that theſe words 
are ſpoken in oppoſition to Antichriſt, to the falſe union, 
x£5'&. (igniftieth, Anointed. . Antichriſt is the falſe Anoin- 
ted, Little Children, ſairh he art the 18. ver. It #5 the laſt 
time, and as ye have heard that Antichriſt (the falle anointed) 
ſhall come, even ſo there are falſe anointeds, but (at the 20.verl. 
ſaies he) we have an unttion from the Holy One. So that plain- 
ly,he ſpeaks here of chis union as oppoſite to the falſe un- 
ion of Antichriſt. Bar ( faith he at the 27 verſe ) the a- 
wointins which ye have received of him, abideth in you, and you 
need not that any man teach you but as the ſame anointing teach- 
eth you.Ye need not be taught by falſe anointings, and Anti- 
chriſtian anointings. That this is the meaniug, and that he 
ſpeaks in oppoſition to Antichriſtian anointing, appears 
plainly by the words that go before, atthe 26 verſe, Theſ/c 
things have I written ay os concerning them that ſeduce you. 
So the meaning, is,ye need not be taught by man,or by thoſe 
that are falſely anointed, as Antichriſt is ; nor any otherwiſe 
need.ye be taught by man, but as the ſame anointing 
(Chriſt) reacheth, . and Chriſt teacheth by the publick Mi- 
niſtry of the Word. 

As for that place in Peter, in the ſecond Epiſtle, the firſt 
Chapter and the 1g verſe, We have alſo a more ſure word of 


| Propheſic, Wherennto ye ao well that ye take heed, as znto a light 


that ſhineth in a dark place, until the day dawn,and the day-ſtar 
ariſe tn your hearts. Until, this #nt:il, doth not alwayes note 
anend of time, the end of that time to be then, which this 
until doth relate unto; for example, David faith, 7 will 
Wait #pon the Lord till he ſhews mercy unto me. Would David 
wait upon the Lord no longer ? when he had the Mercy, 


would 
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'| Chriſt come to none of the Corinthians by his Spirit * 


eres 


| upon the Lord when he had received the Mercy ? No, that 


would he not wait upon the Lord then ? is that the mea- 
ning, Twill wait upon the Lord ri# he ſhews mercy ; that 
is, Only till Thaveit: w.* he to make anend of his waiting 


is not the meaning. ; bur faith he, I will wait on the Lord 
till he ſhews Mercy ; becauſe the times in the interim are 


full of temptation and trouble ; I will wait upon the Lord | 


ell te ſhews Mercy unto me, So the Lord faith to Chriſt, 
Sit thou 61 wy right hand, till I make thine enemies thy foot (fool. 
Till ! What no longer ? Is not Chriſt ro fit for ever at the 
right hand-of the Fathers Yes, yer faith rhe Father, Sit 
thou on my right hand till , not that then when the ene- 
mies of Chriſt are brought under, he ſhal ſit no longer at his 
Fathers right hand, for he ſhal fit there for ever. So here, 
Ye ſhal do wel thatye take heed, ri/! rhe day-ſtar ariſe in 
your hearts, Not that they ſhould leave raking heed unto 
the Word then, bur becauſe of the temptations, tryals,and 
dark condition that they ſhould be in before ; he faith, Ye 
do wel to take heed #zri/ the day-ſtar ariſe in your hearts. 
So that thus now you ſee, there is nothing intheſe Scrip- 
tures that do hold forth any ſuch thing as this, any ſuch 
ſenſe and meaning as this ObjeQed. 

But the Apoſtle Pax! Gaich; That the Ordinances are on- 
ly to continue til Chriſt come ; for ſaith he, 1 Cor. 11. 26. 
As often as ye eat this bread , and drink this cup, ye foe 
forth the Lords death till he come: Now he is came al- 
ready by his Spirit to ny Soul, therefore this Ordinance of 
the Supper -is to-continue no longer to me, and ſo no 0- 
ther. | 

And do you think that in this ſenſe Chriſt was not come 
in thoſe times when Pax wrote to the Corinthians , was 


reade the 1 Epiſtle and the 12 Chap. Unleſs 7 go, (faith 
Chriſt) the Comforter will not come» When Chriſt aſcended 
the Comforter came; in that ſenſe therefore Chriſt was 
come inthe Apoſtles time, yet they were under Ordigances 


then. 


0bjef. 
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| Objef?. But he was not come in ſuch a degree of the Spi- 
' rit, as now he 1s. 
| Anſv. No: Either then you have a greater degree of the 
Spirit in regard of gifts, or in regard of grace; it you have 
' a greater degree ot the Spirit in regard of gifts, why do you 
not ſpeak with Tongues, and work Miracles, Healing, 8c. 
' as thy did ? and a greater degree of the Spirit in regard of 
| grace you have not ; for are you fild with all goodnels ? ſo 
| were they too, Rom.1 5.14. yet they under Ordinances: Or 
is the Goſpel come unto you in power, ſo that you are an 
ex2mple to thoſe that beleeve ? ſo were they too, 1 Theſſ.1. 
7,8.yet they under Ordinances: Or do you live in God,and 
is your life hid withChriſt in God? ſo it was with them too, 
Col.3.3.yet they underOrdinances.And wil you venture the 
Salvation of your Soul upon this point, That you have a 
greater degree of the Spirit, than they had in thoſe times, 
which you muſt do if you caſt up theOrdinances upon that 
ground. But I ſuppole it wil be granted, That Chriſts Co- 
ming, & Appearing,is al one; and if ye look into 2 Tim 4-1. 
his Appearing, & Judging of the quick & dead, go together. 
And is that time come ? The Angel faith, A#.1, That as the 
Diſciples ſaw him go away, ſo he ſhould come again; and 
they ſaw him go away perſonally ; therfore his Coming is 
perſonally : bur he is not yet come again perſonally,& ther- 
fore according to the Scripture, The Lords Supper, and fo 
Ordinances, which hold forth his Death, and tirſt Coming, 
| are ſtill ro continue ; why ſhould it therefore enter into any 
| of our hearts, That we are to lay afide the precious Ordi- 
 nances of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt our great Prophet ? 

But we do not deny the Ordinances ; We grant that the 
Ordinances are ſtil] ro continue; but they are lower Di- 
| | , for the weak only, not for thoſe that are 

cong. 

No |! Not for thoſe that are.ſtrong ! Why > Were there 
none ſtrong among the Romans ? Among the Theſlaloni- 
ars ? Among the Corinthians ? Saith the Apoſtle, Tox that 
are ſtrong, bear with thoſe that are weak: and yet they were 

under 
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under Ordinances. I but they were not /o ſtrong, and had 
not /o much of the Spirit, and were not fi/4 with the Spi- 
rit. Stay then a little, Firſt, We have it granted, That the 
Ordinances are to continue upon thoſe that are weak, Se- 
condly, That they are to continue upon thoſe that are 
ſtrong ; bur it is ſaid, That if a man be / ſtrong, then nor. 
Now then let any man fhew that the Ordinances are to 
continue upon thoſe that are weak , and upon thoſe that 
are ſtrong; but if a man come unto ſuch a degree of ſtrength, 
then they are not to continue upon him. Where is that 
degree mentioned in Scripture 2? Let any man ſhew that de- 
gree, The Scripture doth ſpeak the Contrary, for it is 
faid, That Stephen was fild with che Holy Ghoſt,and yet he 
was made a Deacoz of the Church, and was under Ordinan- 
ces : Fild with the Holy Ghoſt, here is a high degree, and 
'7et under Ordinances ; and if that the Spirit of the Lord, 
be therefore powred out in the fulneſ(s of it, that men may 
be enabled for to walk with God under his Ordinances, 
then the fulneſs of the Spirit is no reaſon why Ordinances 
ſhould be laid aſide. Now I pray look into the 36 Chap- 
ter of Ezekiel, and you ſhall find that the Lord ſpeaking 
concerning the new Covenant, promiſeth thus, 7 will put my 
Spirit Within you,(at the 27 verſe) and cauſe you to walk in my 
Statutes, and ye ſhal keep my judgments and do them, 1 will put 
my Spirit within you, and cauſe you to walk, &c. the 
word in the Hebrew, ſignifies to prepare, as we prepare and 
dreſs our meat,or as ſacrifices were dreſled for the offering: 
ſo faith the Lord, I wil put my Spirit within you, and wil 


prepare you, or adapt, & fit you for to walk in my Statutes: | 


the Spirit is therefore put into us, that we may be prepared 


and fitted to walk in Gods Statutes» And faith he, Te ul | 


keep my judgments, and do them. 1 will not only give you my 
Spirit, to keep my Commandements, and do the things I 
Command you, but ye ſhall keep my Judgments, and my 
Statutes, and therefore T will give you my Spirit that ye 
may be fitted, and thus adapted to walk in my Statutes,and 
keep my Judgments; Yea, more plainly yet, inthe 11 of 
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Ez:kiel, where the Lord opening the new Covenant, faith 
at the 19 verſe, 1 wil! give them one heart,and I will pat a neWv 
Spirit within you, I wil take away the ſtony heart out of their 
fleſh, and I Wil give them an heart of fleſh, T hat they may walk 
in my Statutes,and keep mine Ordinances, Verſ. 20, Now I 
ſay, If the Spirit of the Lord be therefore given, that a man 
may be more fitted to walk with God under Ordinances, 
then the fulneſs of the Spirit cannor be a reaſon why you 
ſhould lay aſide Ordinances ; but thus it is, The Spirit of 
the Lord is therefore given, that we may walk with God in 
his Statutes, and in his Judgments, and keep them, and 
hold them ; yea, and if we look into the 10 Chapter of the 
Aft: of the Apoſtles, we ſhall find, That Baptiſm with wa- 


ter, is therefore adminiſtred, becauſe men had received the 


Holy (hoſt and the Gifts thereof : yerf. 44 Whileſt Peter 
[þake,the holy Ghoſt fel on them al which heard the wora,ver.4.5. 
On them VWv.xs powwred the gift of the holy Ghoſt. Then ſaid Peter, 
verſ.47. Can any forbid Water that theſe ſhould not be baptized, 
Which have received the holy Ghoſt as wel as we ? And he com- 
manded them to be baptized, Now, if this be a reaſon wh 

they were to have the Ordinance paſs uponthem, -oheve 
they had received the holy Ghoſt in the gifts and powrings 
out of it, then our being filled with the Spirit, is no-reaſon 
why we ſhould lay by the Ordinances ; but as we ſee plain- 
ly, this is made a reaſon why they were to come under the 
Ordinance. Surely therefore the Ordinances are ſtill to 
continue, though we have theSpirit, and be filled there- 
with. Why therefore ſhould we be ſo bold as to call them 
low, and poor, and weak, or fleſhly Diſpenſations , ſeeing 
that the holy Ghoſt by Paxl,(2 Cor.3.) cals the whol Mini- 


; ſtration of the Goſpel, and the Diſpenſation thereof, Spirir 


and glorios ; upon this very account, Becauſe the Miniſtra- 
tion and Diſpenſation of the Goſpel ( as then uſed in Paxls 
rime ) were to abide and to continue, the Miniſtration of 
Moſes only to be done away ? 

But ſuppoſe theſe Ordinances, and Appointments of 


With this great Prophet do ſtill continue, and that we do 
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and ſhould uſe the ſame ; yet we are nat to uſe them be. 
cauſe of any Appointment, or Commandement without us, 
but becauſe of the Law within us. 

This deſtroyes all Obedience on this ſide Heaven; for 
what is Obedience, but doing the Will of God, becauſe it is | 
Commanded ? The Apoſtle Paw! faith to the Theſſalonians, | 
Epiſtle 1. Chapter 4. Verſe 9. touching brotherly love, Te | 
yoar ſelves are taught of God to love one another. Yet he pre(- | 
ſeth them therunto from the Comandement without them, | 


| verſ.2. For ye knoW What Commandement we gave you, by- the | 


Lord Jeſus, for this is the Will of God, even your SanRifi- | 
cation, that ye ſhould abſtain from Fornication, verſ.3. and | 
that no man go beyond and defraud his brother, verſ.6. Had not | 
our Lord and Savior Chriſt a Law written within him 2 yer 
he obeyed, not only becauſe of that Law within, but atſo 
becauſe of the Commandement without him. Heb.10.7.Lo, 
I come to do thy Will, O God, Why ? Forin the Volumn of 
the Book it is written of me ; and yet he ſaith withal, Thy 
Law is within my heart ; I delight tro do thy Will. 

And doth not the Apoſtle Fames preſs Obedience upon 
thoſe Beleevers whom he wrote unto, from the authority of 
God, and Commandement without them ? Chapter 2. 11. 
For he that ſaid, Do not commit Adultery ; ſaid alſo, Do not 
Kill. 

Had not the godly beleeving Jews the Law of Grace writ- 
ten within them 2 Yet how frequently doth the Lord preſs 
them through the whole Book of Demteronomy, to Obedi- 
ence, becauſe it was Commanded, and from the Comman- 
dement without them. ? 

But all this doth not reach my Scruple : I grant that the | 
Ordinances are ſtill to continue,and ſhould continue ; yea, | 
and that I am to ſubmit to them becauſe they are Appoin- | 
ted-and Commanded : but then,they muſt continue as they | 
are Appointed and Commanded, according to the Inſtituti- | 
on of the Law-giver, and this great Prophet ; but we reade, | 
That Antichrift ſhal lay waſte,and crample upon the Chur- | 


ches, Miniſtry, and Ordinances of Chriſt : Now theſe are: | 
Anti- | 


| 
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Antichriſtian times, and therefore now the Churches, Mi- 
niſtry, and Ordinances, are all levelled, laid waſte, and ut- 
terly ſpoiled ; and therefore though they ſhould, yet they 
do not continue, and fo there are none for me to ſubmit un- 
to, wherein I ſhould hearken to this great Prophet : when 
the Apoſtles come again, all ſhall be then reſtored ; but for 
the preſent, through Antichriſtian defilement there are nov 
publick Ordinances to ſubmit unto. 

Not fo : We read indeed inthe 1 1 of the Revelation, That 
the outward Court of the Temple ſhall be given to the Gen- 
tiles, the Antichriftian party ; but the inward Court and the 
Altar, and thoſe that Worſhip therein, ſhall be meaſured, 
verſe 1. and if the Woman ( which is the Church ) ſhall be 
nouriſhed in the Wilderneſs, and the two witneſſes ſhall 
Propheſie in Sackcloath the whole time of Antichriſt ; 
then the Woman,and the Witneſſes ſhal continue with Or- 
dinances, even in Antichriſtian times. Now the whole time 
of the Whore of Babylon and the Beaſt, is fourty two 
Months,(Rev.1 3.)and al that time ſhal the Woman be nou- 
riſhed, Chap.12. and the Witneſſes continue Propheſying, 
Chap. 11. And do we not reade that at the ſame time 


whilſt the vaſſals of Antichriſt do receive his mark in their | 


forehead and hand, Keve/. 13. that there are an hundred, 
fourty, and four thouſand, who ſtand upon mount Zion 
with their harps in their hand, having the mark of God and 
the Lamb in their foreheads, Revel. 14+ inthe 16. chap. of 
the Reel. the vial of the wrath of God is powred out up on 
the beaſt and the throne of the beaſt, but thoſe Angels who 
do powre out thoſe vials mentioned in the 16. chap, come 
out of the Temple, chap. 15. indeed ir's ſaid chap. 15. 8. 
that the Temple ſhall be filled with ſmoke, and that none 
ſhall be able to enter into it, but it is with the ſmoke of 
Gods glory, the (ſign of hs preſence in the Temple, and 
chough through the wickednels. of the times no man ſhall 
be able to enter, that is, no conſiderable company ſhall be 
added to the Churches of Chriſt then, yet this proves that 
there ſhall be a Temple, for can the Temple be filled wi - 
rae 
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Anſvv. | 


| Soul, and reveal the neceſſity of Ordinances to me , then I 


| upon Ordinances, ſometimes I do not ; I can uſe them, and 
| 1 can forbear or not uſe them ; even as the Spirit doth reveal 


the ſmoke of Gods glory, and yet no Temple ; or doth this 
argue that you have no houſe, becaule it's ſaid, Thatno man 
could getin? this proves rather tat you have an houſe : ſo 
here. And if Antichriſt the man of tin ſhal fit in the houſe 
of God, or rather upon the houſe of God ( as Azſtiz tran- 
ſlates it ) inregard of his Tyranny, then there ſhall bea 
Temple, and publick Worſhip, even under the moſt Tyran- 
nical Oppreſſions of Antichriſt : Why therefore ſhould a- 
ny poor Soul be deceived, and ſay, There are no Ordinan- 
ces now ? Surely the Ordinances & Appointments of Chriſt 
this great Prophet, are, and do ſtill continue, wherein we 
are to hearken to him. 

But in all this Diſcourſe you proceed in a way of Reaſon, 
and theſe things are not to be beaten our, or attained to by 
Reaſon ; no not by Scripture-Reaſon, but as God ſhall re- 
veal them to us by his Spirit: If God do ſhine upon my 


ſhall uſe them, elſe not; ſometimes therefore, I do attend 


things, ſo do I. 

But if any thing ſeem to be revealed which is contrary 
to the Scripture, there is no revelation of the Spirit ; for 
ſaith our Savior, The Spirit ſhall take of mine, and ſhall ſhrw it 
to you, Fohn 16. 14: and verſe 13. He ſhall lead you into all 
truth, for he ſhall not ſpeak. of himſelf, c>c. and faith the Lord, 
I will put my Spirit into you, that ye may keep my Statutes and 
Ordinances. Ezch.11. Whatever therefore is revealed con- 
trary to the Word, is not of the Spirit. Now't is contra- 
ry to the Word (as hath been proved ) that we ſhould caſt 
off, or negle& Ordinances: and therefore there can be no 
revelation of the Spirit for this ; a deluſion there may be, 
but no true revelation. Befides, our Lord and Savior 


Chriſt hath ſo ordered things in the Goſpel, That if a man 
err, or bean Heretick, he may be Convinced ; A Biſhop, or 
Elder, maſt be unreprovable- 1 Tit. 7.9. Holding faft that 


faithful word according to Doftrine, that he alſo may be able to | 


exhort 
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exhort With wholſomDottrine, C convince them that ſay againſt 
it, But how can any man be convinced but ina way of 
Scripture-reaſon, the Spirit of the Lord joyning therewith ? 
if this were the way of Chriſt, that a man ſhould fay, 1 
have a revelation for what I hold, the Spirit hath revealed 
it to me,and there is no more Scripture-reaſoning to be ad- 
mitted about it, how ſhould a man be convinced any more? 
But I ſay, Chriſt hath fo ordered, that men ſhould be con- 
vinced in cafe they er, and be our of the way, and therefore 
flying from Scripture-reaſonings to a way of meer revelati- 
on, cannot be right. And whereas you ſay, That you can 
uſe the Ordinances, and you can forbear or not uſe them, 


| this doth not heal the wound, but makes it greater; for if 


you can forbear the Ordinances , or not uſe them , then 
you think there is no Commandement upon you to uſe 
them, and ſo (as-to your ſelf ) you have caſt them off: and 
if yet you do uſe them when you think there is no comman- 
dement for the uſe of them,then are you Superſtitious ; for 
whart is Superſtition, but to Worſhip God without a Com- 
mandement ? Superſtitio quaſs ſuper ſtatutum, Superſtition is 
that Worſhip which is without Gods Commandement. 
But ſuppoſe all this be true, what is the danger of re- 


nouncing, or forſaking the Ordinances then > We grant | 


now after all this, That the Ordinances of Chrift are ſtill to 
continue, we have ſeen it proved, and Objections are an- 
ſwered, Burt is there any danger in renouncing and forſa- 
king of them ? 

Yes, and much danger too; let me lay before you the 
mind of God herein: only firſt I diſtinguiſh, There is a dif- 
ference between thoſe that forſake the- Ordinances, as be- 
ing under a Temptation, and thoſe that are not under a 
Temptation ; poſſibly a good man may be tempted to it, 
and may lie under this Temptation, for there is no ſin 
that I know of ,, but a godly man may be tempted to it, 
poſſibly therefore I fay, a godly and a good man may be 
tempted to this, and may for a time lie under this tempta- 
tion: but now, if a man not under a.Temptation ſhall — 
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ſake Ordinances, when he hath taſted of the ſweetneſs of 
them, and turn his back upon this great Prophet the Lord 
Jeſus, not ſubmitting unto his Apointments, ſee what the 
Scripture ſaith of himin this chapter. faith the Lord, 7 will 
requare it at his hand. And in the 23.0f Exods, the 20. and 
21. verſes, Behold, I ſend an Angel before you, to keep thee in 
the way, and to bring thee into the place which 1 have prepared ; 
(thu 1s Chriſt) beware of him, and obey his voyce, provoke him 
»ot, for he will not pardon your tran{greſſions for my Name 1s in 
him. And you know what the Apoſtle ſaith, /f any man ſin 
Wilfully after he hath received the knowledg of the truth, there 
remaineth no more ſacrifice for fin, Hebrews 10. 26. which 
ſpeech, which dreadtull ſpeech, relates unto thoſe that caſt 
off the Ordinances of Chriſt, after they have taſted of the 
ſweetneſs of them; forthe word is brought in with a for, 
For if we ſin \vilfally. What doth he then ſpeakin relation 
to ? reade the words before, Nor forſaking the aſſembling of 
your ſelves together ,as the manner of ſome 1s, FOR if we ſin wil- 
fully after that we have received the knowleay of the truth, cc. 
It comes in as relating to this matrer, ſo that if men not un- 
der a temptation, ſhall wilfully throw up the Ordinances 
of Chriſt, after they have taſted the ſweetneſs of them, and 
of the waies of God by them, the Lord pronounceth this 
doom upon them. And if ye look into the 6 Chapter of 
the Ebrews, ye ſhall find, that the Apoſtle ſpeaking con- 
cerning thoſe that had left their principles, faith, Thar it is 
impoſſible to renew them again unto repentance. Ye reade 
at the 6 verſe, If they ſhall fall away, to reneW them again unto 
repentance : but inthe Greek and Original, the word 7f, is 
not, but ir runs as the other words before do, thus, For 
it is impoſſible, at the 4 verſe, For men having once been en- 
liehtned, & having taſted of the Heavenly gift,and having been 
made partaker of the holy Ghoſt , and having taſted of the good 
Word of God, & the powers of the werld to come, & having fal- 
len away, (not with an 1f.) And having fallen away ; it is 
impoſhble to renew them again unto repentance. Who 


| are theſe that he ſpeaks of ? pray mark the firſt yerſe, —_ 
ore 
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; pentance : if once they come to this paſs, that they ſhal loſe 


; unlikely in a way of reaſon, that ever thoſe Souls ſhould be 


> 


fore leavirg the principles of the Dotrine of Chriſt, let 11s go 01 
unto perfettion, not laying again the foundation of repentance 
from dead works, and of Fauh towards Ged, of the Doitrine of 
Baptiſms , and of laying on of hands , and of reſarrettion of the 
acad, and of eternal judgment, For it is impoſlible. This ſame 
word, for, ſhews that it relates unto thoſe that he {peaks of 
before,that had loſt theſe principles; for ſaith he,(it coms in 
. as a reaſon) for it is impoſſible to renew them again to re- 


' their Principles,and deny the Docrines that are fundamen- 
| tal, the Docrines of the Reſurrection,and of eternal Judg- 

ment, and the fundamental Doctrine of Ordinances; if they 
' ſhal tal from thele, and let go heir Principles, and not un- 
; der a temptation, it is impollible, or very unlikely, utterly 


renewed 3ga'n; yetif ye look into the 24 of Mar. ye ſhall 
hnd, that tuch as thele, there ſhal be in the latter times, the 
times immediatly beiore the coming of Chriſt; for ſaith 
our Savior, There ſh«ll ariſe falſe Chriſts, and falſe Prophets, 
and ſhall ſhew great ſigns and Wonders, in ſo much ( as if it Were 
poſſible) they ſhall deceive the very Ele, How ſhal we know 
them ? how are they CharaQarized 2 why, they ſhal fay 
of Chriſt, verſ. 26. Behold he i in the Deſert behold he is in the 


ſecret Chamber ; gone from the publick Ordinances, they 
are low and fleſh ; but faith our Savior, Belceve them not- 
| Yet Lord, how many do beleeve them ! 

But Oh ! what a ſad condition are theſe poor Creatures 
|in ! they may pretend living upon God immediatly, but 
Oh ! what a ſad condition are theſe poor ſouls in ! - l hope 
| better things of you,and every of you, though I thus ſpeak; 
| yet I muſt here exhort you to keep cloſe unto your Princt- 
ples, and to the Appointments of the Lord Jeſus this great 
Prophet. And I do exhort you, By the Sweat of all your 
Miniſters, dead and-living: By the love you bear to the 
precious Name of God : By the love you bear to your own 
precious Souls ; hold and keep Cloſe to Ordinances in theſe 


declining times; ſee where they are in purity and power, 
E ut 
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but keep cloſe to them. I am perſwaded, That there is ne- 
ver a one of you, but would bea friend to Chriſt ; ſayes 
Chriſt, Then are ye my friends if ye do whatſoever I command 
you. And can my heart tel me,thatI am a friend co Chriſt if ; *} 
I caſt off all his Appointments, and all his Ordinances ? I : 

am perſwaded there is none of you, bur deſire to be the ' 
Childrenof God, Wiſdom ts juſtified of her Children ; Chriſt | 

1s the Wiſdom of the Father : and if you be the Children of | 
Wiſdom, you will juſtifie Chriſt in all his Appointments, + 

but if Chriſt the Wiſdom of the Father, ſhall give you | | 
ſuch Inſtiturions and Ordinances, and you caſt them off, ' | 
and ſay, They are lowand fleſhly, and the like: Oh ! how | 
will you juſtihte Chrift the Wiſdom of the Father 2 Where- 
fore I fay (you that are Profeſſors) hold your hold in theſe 
declining mes ? and if you know any of your friends that 
are departed from the good Ordinances of God ; Oh ! 
ſtand and mourn, and lament over them, and ſay, Alas ! 
alas ! my friend, how is his Crown fallen from his head ? 
If you have a Neighbor that hath a Monſter born inſtead 
of a Child, you will lament over your Neighbor, and fay, 
My Neighbor, inſtead of a ſweet Child hath an ugly Mon- 
ſter, with the Head of a Hog, and the Ears of an Aſs ! Ah, ' 
my poor Neighbor hath a Monſter born in his Family ! 
why,this Non- Ordinance is Exg/ands Monſter ; and as peo- | 
ple carry Monſters up and down to ſhew them ; ſo in other | 
Countries they go up and down,and ſay, Come and behold | 
the Engliſh Monſter ; a thing never ſeen before, That Pro- 
feſſors ſhould deny Ordinances. And yet, good Lord 
how many Families in this KINGD OM hath this Mon- | | 
ſter born there ! Ah, will you not Pray, weep, and ; 
!ament over the Families of your friends ? Chriſtian hold 
thy hold, in theſe ſad and declining times , hold thy 
hold. 

But what ſhal we do then ? Theſe are deceiving, and de- | 
clining times, and there is nothing ſo dangerous, bur by | 
ſteps we may be drawn into it ; what ſhall we do, that in 
theſe times we may be kept cloſe to Ordinances ? that we 

may 
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may never turn our backs upon this great Prophet the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, but receive, acknowledg, ſubmic unto His 
| Appointments, and therein hearken unto Him ? 
| Firſt, Yeknow that there is a concatination, a lincking 
| together of Ordinances, and diſpenſations: as of fins and 
| of graces ; ſo of Ordinances and Diſpenſations ; take away 
; one linck, and the whole chain is broken; open but one 
| gap in the hedg, and way is made unto all the beaſts. Am 
ſtin writing upon 7ohn, tels us a ſtory of a certain man, 
| that was of an Opinion, That the Devil did make the Fly, 
| that God did not make a Fly, but the Divel did make a Fly; 
| faith one to him then, If the Devil did make the Flies, then 
| the Devil did make the Worms, and God did not make the 
| Worms neither, for the Flies are living creatyres as well as 
| the Worms: true ſaid he, I grantit, che Devil did make 
| the Worms too. Burt ſaid the other, If the Devil did make 
' the Worms, and not God ; then the Devil did make the 
Birds; for the Worms are living creatures as well as the 
Birds: true, ſaid he, Igrantit; the Devil did make the 
Birds, and God did not make the Birds. Then ſaid the 0- 
ther, If God did not make the Birds but the Devil made 
the Birds, then the Devil made the Beaſts; for the Birds 
are living creatures as well as the Beaſts: true, I grant it 
ſaid he,the Devil did make the Beaſts roo. Then ſaid the o- 
| ther again, If the Devil did make the Beaſts, the Devil made 
Man, for the Beaſt is a living creature as wel as Man : true 
| ſaid he, Igrant it, the Devil made Man. Thus faith A#- 
' (tin, by denying God in the Fly, he came to deny God in 
| Man, and to deny the whole Creation; by letting a little 
; hold go, to deny the whole Workmanſhip of God in the 
Creation. So 1 ſay here, if you let go but a little in this 
| Spiritual Creation, you may loſe all. Whenſoever there- 
| fore, you have a queſtion upon your own Soul concerning 
any one of the Ordinances, then know, you are upon your 
 rryal, upon your good behavior; and therefore then goto 
| the Lord, and fay, Lord keep me now, for if Ilet go one, 1 


| am in dangerto loſe all. 
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Secondly, If you would be kept clofe to Ordinances, 
and hearken to Chriſt this great Prophet, in acknowled- 
Sing, receiving, ſubmitting unto his Appointments ; then 
take heed chat you be not dead, dul, & formal under them; 
but improve them, grow, and increaſe under chem ; other- 
wiſe you will ſay, Alas 1 ] ger bur little good under cheſe ; 
were theſe the Ordinances, Appointments, and Inſtitutions 


of Jeſus Chriſt. I ſhould profit by them, bur I get lirtle or | 
no good at all under chem, therefore it 1s a vain thing for. 


me to wait any longer, I will attend'no longer upon theſe, 


If a rich man put outa Child ro Nurſe, and he ſend Cloarths: 


for the Child,or gives Money unto the Nurſe for his Child, 


and ſhe takes che Money ant laies it out upon her own, or 


takes thoſe Cloarhs and puts them upon the back of her own 


Child, the Father will ſurely fetch away his Child quickly: 


from that Nurſe. The Lord hath given vs Ordinances,and 
given us good affections, and if we lay out thoſe affections 
upon the world, upon our own brats, then will the Lord 
ſay, Iwill cake away my Child, my Ordinances from that 
Soul, or I will take away that 'Soul from my Ordinance. 

Labour therefore to profit, grow, and encreaſe under 
= 

Thirdly, If you would keep cloſe unto theſe Appoint- 


ments, and nor ſtop your ears unto the voice of this great 


Propher, Then have a very watchful eye upon tiroſe Prin- 
ciples that walk abroad in the world, which though they 
have a truth and goodneſs at the bottom, yet notwithſtan- 


ding being not well digeſted or underſtood, are dangerous. 


guides in theſe dark times. For inſtance, Ir is an ordinary 


Principle that now walks abroad, That a godly man doth 
not (in.a Beleever ſins not : the thing i is trne,for the Apoſtle- 


ſaith, He that is born of God fins nt ; that is Irrecoverably, for 


the ſeed of God abides in him But it 15 Not true in regard of the- 
a of ſin; for the ſame Apoſtle ſaies, f any man /aith he ſins 
net, he 18a tyar. Again, it is a common Principle that now: 
walks abroad, Thar the Spirit of God inme, 15: not to be- 


tried by any thing without me.. It hath a good ſenſe ;.- for 
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the teſtimony of the Spirit hath a ſufficiency in ir ſelf, as 
to the matter of teſtimony , yer notwithſtanding it is not 
true in regard of the Scripture , for the Spirit of God in 
me, 1s to be tryed by the Scripture without me. Again, 
It is a common Principle that walks now abroad, That the 
coming 1n of a. particular word upon ones heart, the im- 
preſſion of the word-upon ones heart, is to be the Rule of 
action; a word came,and therefore I muſt do ſuch a thing. 
The thing is true in a ſenſe ; forif a man be in a ſtrait, be- 
tween two lawful things, and a word-come and be ſet up- 
on the heart, that impreilion is enough for to caſt the bu- 
lineſs; but ic is not true in all reſpeRs, for it is not the bare 
coming in of the word, butthe Lords Command that is to 
be the Rule of my action. Again, It is a common Principle 
that walks now abroad, That the Ordinances are for the 
enjoyment of God. This is true, they are for the enjoy- 
ment of God ;, when do we enjoy God more, when doth 
God tet out himſelf more than under Ordinances ? but 
though it be true, yet itis not all the truth, for the Ordi- 
nances are not given only for the enjoyment of God. but 
for us to give a viſible teſtimony, and to bear witneſs be- 
fore the world of our obedience to God. Now many ſuch 
Principles as theſe there are abroad in the world ;- but if 
you take themiup and do not underſtand them, I dare bold- 
ly ſay, You will be carried from all Ordinances preſently. 
As now, ſuppoſe I be of an Opinion, That I who am a Be- 
leever, cannot fin: thenir follows, If 1 go to Ordinances, 
well; If I do not go to Ordinances, I do not lin; Here's 
Ordinances gone upon this Principle. 

So again, 1f I be of this Opinion, That the coming in of 
a particular word upon ones heart, is to be the Rule of my 
acion;. Iam in a doubt now, and a ſtraic whether I ſhould 
attend upon Ordinances or no ; then comes a word, it may 
be Satanthrows itin, or mine own memory reacheth it-in, 
and the word tels me, I am to attend upon Ordinances no 


longer, then farwel Ordinances. Again, Suppoſe I be 
of this Opinion, Thar the Spiric of God within me, is- not 


r0 
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to be tryed by any thing without me: then I think the Spi- 
rit and Word within me faith, Wait upon God no longer 
in theſe lower Diſpenſations, do not attend upon Ordinan- 
ces any longer, and that is to be tryed by nothing without 
me,not by the Scripture,and thus Ordinances are gone too. 
Again, If I be of this judgment, That Ordinances are given 
us only for the enjoyment of God, then think I, I can en- 
joy God inprivate, and Ordinances are only for the enjoy- 
ment of God, what need I therefore attend upon Ordinan- 
ces any longer? Thus I fay, follow thele principles to the 
head, and you will certainly forſake Ordinances. Where- 
fore you that are godly, look to your Principles ; do not 
rake a Principle and not uncerſtand it, but look well into ir, 
thus ſhall you be kept. | 

But ſuppoſe I be kept to Ordinances, Inſtitutions, and 
Appointments of Chriſt this great Prophet, and Ido hear 
him, that is, I do receive, acknowledg, and ſubmit unto his 
Appointments ; poſlibly a man may do this and miſcarry to 
all Eternity ; what ſhall 1 do that I may ſo receive, acknow- 
ledge, and fubmitunto Chriſts Appointments, that I may 
hear him effeQually, hear him favingly ? 

Firſt, You know that Chriſt our great Prophet, doth e- 
ſpecially look at the inward-man; for he is God, and a 
1 Spirit, and minds the Spirit: though he will have every 
letter of his Commandement to be obſerved, yet he lates 
the great ſtreſs. and the Emphaſis upon the Spiritual part of 
the Commandement. As now, Jt hath been ſaid ( faith he ) 
T hou ſhalt xot commit Adultery : but mark where he laies the 
emphaſis, But 7 ſay unto you, T hou ſhalt not look upon a Woman 
to luſt after her, here this great Prophet, lates the emphatis 
and ſtreſs upon the Spiritual part. So faith he, /r hath been 
[aid to you of old, T hon ſhalt not kill ; but mark where he laies 
the emphaſis, But 7 ſay unte you, ye ſhall not beangry. Would 
you therefore fo hearken to this great Prophet , as ye may 
hear him effeQually, and ſavingly ; obſerve where he lates 
the emphaſis in the giving of the Commandement, and 
there do you lay the emphaſis in your obedience, Doth 
the 
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the Lord ſay, It hath been ſaid of old, Thou fhalt not co- 
mit Adultery,bat 7 ſay,is the Lord Chriſts 7 ſay written up- 
on the Spiritual part of the Commandementr, then through 
the grace of God, ſhal mine 7 /ay for Obedience be pitched 
upon the ſpiritual part alſo, 

Secondly, The Law you know was given by Xoſes , but 
grace and truth came by Chriſt. The Law and the ten 
Commandements, was given by Aoſes, but no grace to keep 
them. Bur Chriſt our great Prophet doth not only g1ve 
forth his Appointments, but he gives grace to keep them ; 
do I therefore, or do any of you ſtand poring upon the let- 
ter of the Commandement, and not look upon the grace, 
the aſſiſting grace for to keep the Commandement ? herein 
I hearken to Aoſes, butdo I fo look upon the Commande- 
ment, and Appointments of Chriſt, as that withal I have 
an eye to grace, aſliſting grace, and ſay, I ſhal have grace 
rooto keep this Commandement ? then do I hearken unto 
Chriſt Jeſus this great Prophet. Look therefore I ſay,as wel 
to grace, as to the letter of the Commandement. 

Thirdly, The more you have the exerciſe of Faith in the 
obſervance of Chriſts Inſtitutions, Appointments, and Or- 
dinances, the more effeQually and ſavingly you hear 
him. Faith is a ſaving hearing of this great Prophet ; 
there is a great difference between an Inſtitured, and a Na- 
tural means ; Phyfitians, and phyſick are Natural means of 
Health, but the beholding of the brazen Serpent was an 
Inſtituted means for recovery, not a natural means ; now 
if we £0 to the uſe of natural means,we areto uſe our faith; 
much more when we $0 to the uſe of Inſticuted means; and 
the Appointments of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt are Inſtituted 
means;therfore when we come to them,we muſt come with 
our hearts ful of Faith,exerciſing much faich when we come 
to them. You find the Apoſtle writing unto the The/[aloni- 
ans, makes this ſign of Election ; the firſt of the Theſſal. the 
1 Chapter, Knowing, brethren ( at the 4 verſe ) your Eleftion 
of God, how 10? for our Goſpel came not unto you in Word only, 
but alſo in power ; why our Goſpel ? why doth he call it their 

Goſpel, 


— 
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Goſpel, and not the Goſpel ? for our Geſpel, becauſe he 
ſpeaks of the Goſpel, as it was preached by them in the Mi- 
niſtry in the diſpenſation thereof; for our Goſpel came not to 
Jou in word oaly but alſo in power ; it came in power, and not 
in word ; therefore ſaith he, Hereby it appears chat ye are 
eleted : Would you know whether you are eleed or no ? 
hereby it appears, For our Goſpel came not unto you in 
word only, but alio in power. But how may it appear that 
it came in power ? Atthe 6 verſe, And ye became followers of 
14, and of the Lord, having received the Word in much afflifts. 
on, with joy of the Holy Gheſt ; here's Faith, Faith exerciſed 
here ; ſo 1.ſay, it ſhall be an Argument to you, that ye are 
choſen and precious,when as you mingle theAppointments 
of Chriſt with your Faich ; Come unto Chriſts Appoint- 
ments, but Oh ! come beleeving, come beleeving. It may 
be ſome poor Soul will ſay, Oh ! bur, Icannot beleeve, I 
can keep cloſe to Ordinances ; but I cannot beleeve, I can- 
not receive them ſo. 

Why but if thou doſt leave off thy parly with Satan in 
the time of temptation meerly upon Chriſts Command , 
thou doſt hear him, and hear him effeually : for ſuppoſe 
now that a mans. Son be Treating ( ina way of Marriage ) 
with another mans Daughter, and the Father doth notike 
the Match,the Father comes unto the Son, & ſaith, I would 
not have thee ſon to marry there;but I have a match for you 
in ſuch a place, ſuch a woman that is fit for you every way; 
Son, I would not have you go on where you do: then faith 
the Son, Father, I am willing with all my heart to hearken 
to you, but my affeRions are not in mine own hand, I can- 
not love where I liſt; as for the perſon you point at, and 
the motion you make, my affections do not yet come unto 
it, but this I wil do Sir, 1 wil preſently knock off where I am, 
and I wil ſtrive to love where you would have me : doth 
not this Child hear his Father now, in that he knocks off, 
and will go no more to the perſon that he was in parley 
with, although for the preſent he cannot love the per- 
ſon his Father would have him love 2 So here, the __ 
wou 
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would have us beleeve , and caſt our ſouls upon Jeſus Chriſt 
and love him, but faith the ſoul, I cannot beleeve in Chriſt, 
I cannot love him, yet this I will do, Lord, I am in parly with 
Satan upon ſuch and ſuch terms, I will knock off with him, 
this being done, is a hearing of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt this 
great Prophe:,and it is an eftecual hearing coo. Thus we are 
to hear this great Prophet, and thus you have' heard that y 
are to hear him, and how ye are to hearken to him. What 
now remains, but that you up and be doing ? Whofoever you 
are that hear the Word of the Lord this day, either you are 
godly, or you are nogodly : If you be ungodly, Hear and 
your ſorts ſhall live. Hear this great Propher and your ſouls 
ſhall live. If you be godly, hearthis Prophet, for ſaith he, 
My ſheep hear my woyce, and they follow me. It was the ſpeech 
of that holy eminent perſon, Mr 5rightman, If Chriſt be not 
your Prophet, he ſha!l never be your Prieſt; If Chriſt may 
not be your Prophet to teach you, gnide you, and dire you, 
he ſhall never be your Prieſt co ſatishe Gods wrath for you. 
Now therefore, as you deſire that the Lord Jeſus ſhould be 
your Prieſt, to ſatisfte the wrath of God for you , Oh ! ler 
him be your Prophet, hearken to this Prophet, to his Inſtitu- 
tions, Appointments, and keep cloſe to them. 

And to end al}, Take but one Scriptural encouragement, It 
is at the 48. chap. of 1/a. verſ. 17. T hu ſaith the Lord thy re- 
deemer, the holy One «f Iſrael, (this is Chriſt ) I am the Lord thy 
God which teacheth thee to profit, Which leadeth thee by the way 
that thou ſhouldeſt go. Chriſt is our teacher, I but we have 
many texchers; Oh'! that I could meet with that teacher 
once, thatcould teach me to profit by all that I have heard : 
50 Chriſt teacheth, Thus ſaith the Lord thy redeemer, the holy 
One of Iſracl, I am the Lord thy God Which teacheth thee to profit, 
Which leadeth thee by the Way that thors ſhonldeſt go. Well, but 
what is my duty then ? Yourduty is to hear Him; at the 
18. verl. Oh that thou hadſt hearkxzed unto my commandements, 
but what good ſhall I get thereby 2 then had thy peace been as 
a river, not as a Crop of water ina glaſfe, that is foon dried 
-up ; ina Riverthere is much water,and in a River you know 
F there 
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there is freſh water ; now ſaith the Lord, Do but hearker 


unto this teacher, this great Prophet, and the peace of thy 
Conſcience ſhall be like a River, full of peace ſhall thy Con- 
ſcience be ; and as the water of the River is alwayes freſh, ſo 


ſhall thy peace of Conſcience be ; whereas now thou art | 
troubled in Conſcience, and haſt no peace within, do bur | 
hearxen unto this great Prophet as diſtin& from AZoſes, and | 
thou ſhalt have peace within as a River, full and freſh. But | 
what matter for peace unleſſe I have grace withal ? If I do; 
hearken unto him, ſhall 1 have grace too ? ſee what follows, | 
Oh that thou hadſt heark3cd to my commandements, then had thy. 
peace been as a river, and thy righteouſneſs as the Waves of the | 
ſea ; thy righteouſneſſe and thy holineſle ſhall be as a Sea ; 
thy peace as a River, but thy grace ſhall be more, as the Sea 
that knows no bottom, ſo ſhall thy Righteouſneſſe be. Who 
doth nor deſire theſe rwo, Peace and Grace ? If there be e- 
ver a poor foul in all the Congregation that is troubled in 
Conſcience and labors under Conſcience-burdens, hearken 
then and hear the Lord Jeſus, go (1 fay) to him, and ſtand 
waiting on him as the great Prophet, as diſtin from Aoſes ; 
I do not ſay hearken to Moſes that ſpeaks conditionally., bur 
hearken to Chriſt that ſpeaks grace abſolutely, 7 will write my 
Law in thy heart, that's upon no condition. Soul; go and 
hearken to this great Prophet and thou ſhalt certainly have 
peace; yea, thy peace ſhal be as a River, and thou ſhalt have 
fulneſſe of peace, and freſhneſle of peace ; that wheras now 
thy. Soul is muddied, and thy Couſcience troudled, and thou 


gueſt under many remptations , thou ſhalt then have thy| 


Conſcience cicer, and thy Soul clenſed: and whereas now 
thou laboreſt under niuch corruption, then fhal thy Righte- 
ouinefſe be as the waves of the Sea, thou ſhalt have grace 


and abundance of grace ; wherefore what 1 ſay to one, I ſay 
to all, Hear, hear, hear and your Souls -ſhal! live. 
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[ nances 15 to cal upon ourGraces to ſubmit unto Chriſts 
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ETITTETICINEE 
TEE ESTES EW 
To the Right Honorable , Thomas Andrews, 


Lord Major of the Cicy of Loxop o x: 
With the Aldermen his Brethren. 


Ccording to your ( ommand, I have preſented 

theſe Notes to your view, Which Were once 
© deliveredunto your ear and heart ; TI have 
joyned another Sermon therewith, pleading for our 
fubmiſsion to Chriſt in the way of his Ordinances the 
Argument of the one ts a friend to the other, Stant- 
que caduntque f1mul : The ſweet enjoyment of 
Ordinances together, is a great help to our love ; we 
(Can hardly cool'n our love to one, but we ſhal abate in 
onr love to the other, ſwelling Gifts deſþiſe Ordinan- 
ces,C negleft Love: T his Sermon therfore of Grace, 
Love,es Gifts,is to cal upon our Gifts,that they take 
not the wall of our Graces ; the other Sermon of Ordi- 


Appointments ; for Gifts thrive beſt When they live 
under Grace, & Grace thrives beſt when it lives un- 
der Ordinances. Now the girdle of all the Ordmances 
is the Lords day, Which doth ſurround and com-binde 


all the reſt; may it pleaſe the Magiſtrate to be afriend 
| £0 
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— 
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"I I, 


to this good day, (briſt will ſurely be a friend to him 
in an evil day : You cannot make people ſantifie this 
day, for the hearts of men are not in your hands ; but 
Jou may reſtrain them much from publick prophaning 
this day, for the Tongues, Hands, & Feet of men are 
much in your hands : Job # ſaid to ſanFifie his ſons, 
Job 1. becauſe he commanded them to ſanttifie them- 
ſelves ,uſed al means for their ſanttification,& pray: 
ed for them: So,though the Magiſtrate cannot ſunt: 
fie the people as to the infuſton of Grace, yet by his 
prayers and gracious endeavors of love, mixed with 
ſome power, as juſt occaſion requires, he al{s may be 


Father, and the people are the Magiſtrates ( hildren: 
Now:therfore,as it was ſaid of Job,& hu Children, 
ſo let it be ſaid of you,and your children,in the genera- 
trons to come, And it was ſo,that when the days 
of their feaſting, or rather ſporting, were come, 
(for ſo theLords days have bin too truly called of late) 
the Magiſtrate ſent and ſan&ified them : Thus jſhal 
our decayed love to God, his Truth, his Ordinances, 
and his ( hildren zrevrve,and be advanced again* And 


( whorecerved the ark ) reſt upon you, and your fas 
milies which ſhall be the Prayer of 

Your Servantinthe work of the Goſpel, 
Termonth, 


| 


! Sept-1c-1649- 


faidto Janfifie them : T he Magiſtrate us the peoples | 


thus ſpall the bleſsins of the houſe of Obed-Edom | 


william Bridge. | 
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(Enncaming the excellency of Gifts, he tells them in the 


1 COR. 12.13. 
But covet earneſtly the. beſt Gifts : and 
yet I ſhew unto you a- more_ excel- 
lent way. 


F all the Churches of Chriſt, which we read of in 
the New Teſtament, the Church of Corinth ſeems 


to have abonnded moſt with Spiritual Gifts, and 


as they did abound moſt in them, ſo they did |- 


moſt abuſe them ; all had nor thoſe Spiritual Gifts, ſome 
had: Thoſe that had them, deſpiſed thoſe that had them 
not; and thoſe that had them nor, envyed thoſe that had 
them : The Apoſtle Pa#/ therefore, c wi he might. heal 
this diſtemper, doth acquaint them with the excellency of 
roſe Gifts, and the end for which they were appointed. 


begin- 


Ful y.22+ 
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beginning of this Chapter, That they are all from the Spirit; 
There are drverſities # Gifts (at the 4 Verſe,) bar the ſame 
Spirit : There are differences of adminiſtrations, but the (ame 
Lord; ( Atthe 8 Verſe) To one 75 given by the Spirit, the 
word of Wiſdome ; to another the word of K noWwleage, by the ſame 
Spirit ; ro another Faith, by the ſame Spirit. And concerning 
the end for which they were appointed , he tels them at the 
ſeventh Verſe, That they are given to profit withal, - Bar the 
miniſtration of the Spirit us given ra cory wan to profit Withal. 
Now both the excellency of Gitts, and the end, for- which 
they were appointed, he doth illuſtrate by a ſimilitude drawn 
from the natural body, That as in the natural body there are 
many members, and thoſe, having ſeveral gifts, are helpful to 
one another ; and the Eye cannot ſay unto the Foot, I have 
no need of thee: ſointhe body of Chriſt, all members,with 
their ſeveral gifts, are to be helpful to one another, and one 
member of Chriſt cannot ſay to the other, I have no need of 
thee : For atthe 26 Verſe, Whether one member ſuffers, all 
the members ſuffers With it ; or one member be hongred , all 
the members revyce With it : Now, at the 27 Verſe, faith he, 
Ye are the body of Chriſt, and members in particular. But how 
do theſe members come, or attain unto theſe gifrs > Verſe 
28. Ged hath ſet feme inthe Chrrch, firſt Apoſtles, ſeggadly 
Prophets, thirdly T cachers, after that Aracles, then Gifts of 
healing : But have all men theſe gifts ? No. Ave all Apoſtles ? 
{ at the 29 Verſe, arc all Prophets ? are all Teachers ? are 
all Workers of Miracles? Have all the vifts of Healing, Cc. 
| But may we not all delire gifts then ? Yes. Brut cover earneſt- 
ly the beſt gifts : and yet I ſheW unto you a more excellent way. 
What way 1s that ? If you look into this 1 2 Chapter, itis the 
'ay of Humility, Grace and Holinels : It you lvok down in- 
' to the 13 Chapter, it 1s the way of Love; For,fairh he,in the 
firſt Verte, Thorgh 1 ſpeak with the tongue of men and Angels, 
and have not Love, I am become as ſounding braſs, or a tinkling 
Cymbal. Sothen take the words as they look upwards and 
downwards,relating unto al the former par:s of the 12 Chap. 


and unto Chap.13.& you have this Obſervation or DoQrine, 
Though |, 
2 | 
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Though the way of Gifts (ſpiritual Gifts ) be an excellent ay, 
and much to be deſired ; yet the way of Grace and Love' is a more 
excellent Way, and moſt to be deſired. 

For the opening of which truth, Three things : Firſt, That 
there is a way of Gifts diſtin from the way of Grace, and a 
way of Grace diſtin from the way of Gifts. Secondly,That 
there is much excellency in theſe Spiritual gifts, that the wa 
of Gifts is a very excellent way, and much to be defired. 
Thirdly, That the way of Grace and of Love is yet a more ex- 
cellent way, and more to be deſired. 

Firſt, I ſay, There is a way of Gifts diſtin from the way 
of Grace and Holineſs, 24x and xzeoue are diſtint: All 
the Saints and people of God have Grace, but al have not theſe 
Gifts. Grace is that exceſlency whereby we are made like to 
God in Chriſt : Gifts are that excellency,wherby we are made 
able to do ſervice for God in the Church of God. By Grace 
( ſay the Schools ) we do, bene agere, we do work well ; and 
by Gifts we do, expedite agere, we do a& more facilly, eaſily, 
expeditely.A man may have a gift in Prayer,and yet no grace 
in Prayer: a man may have a gift in Preaching and Exerciſing, 
yet no grace under it : a man may have the gift of Faith, 
(though 7 have all Faith,ſo that I could remove Monntains,and 
have n't Charity, I have nothing ; he ſpeaks of the gife of 
Faith,) A' man may have, I ſay, the gift of Faith, and yer not 
the ſaving grace of Faith : So that plainly there is a way of 
Gifts diſtin from the way of Grace; and a way of Grace and 
Heline/s diſtin from the way of Gifts. 

But what excellency is there then in gifts, and in the way 
of gifts ? 


UT 


1 4- Chapter, and the firſt verſe, Deſire ſpiritual Gifts, In 
this 12. Chapter, they are ſaid rv be of the Spirit, by the Spi- 
rit, from the Spirit. And if you look into the 10th of the As. 
you ſhall find that they are called, The very Spirit, or the holy 
Ghoſt , at the 44. verſ. While Peter yer ſpake theſe words , 
the Holy Ghoſt fell upon all them Which heard the word, and 
Pr ) of the Circumciſion which beleeved, were aſtoniſhed , be- 
G 


canſe 


Firſt, Much, very much, they are called mwuwenrs, inthe 


Doft. 
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cauſe that upon the Gentiles Was alſo powyed out the Gift of the 
Holy Ghoſt ; in one verſe it is ſaid, They received the holy 
ghoſt; & inthe next,they received the gift of the holy ghoſt; 
For they heard them ſpeak with tongues and magnifying Goa.T hen 
anſwered Peter, Can any man forbid Water, that theſe ſhould not 
be haptized, Which have received the Holy Ghoſt ? Yet notwith- 
inks, before it 1s ſaid, the gift of the holy ghoſt was 
powred out upon them.$o that here the gift of the holy ghoſt 
is called, The Holy Ghoſt. And fo I take that place in the 
Gth of the Hebre\vs to be underſtood, concerning wicked men 
that do fall away; 1c 15 laid, They are made partakers of the holy 
ghſt; char is, the gifts of the holy ghoſt ; for-in thoſe times 
the holy ghoſt appeared by ſenſible gifts,and ir is uſual to put 
the ſign, tor the thing ſignified ; bur now, that theſe gifts 
ſhould be raiſed up to ſuch a title as this, to be called the 
bely ghoſt, it argues that there is a great deal of exceliency 
in theſe gifts ; in ſpiritual gifts, 

2ly, They are the Purchaſe of Chriſt, the Fruits of his Af- 
cenlion, ſome of thoſe Talents which that great Lord left un- 
to his Servants, when he went into a far Country, they are 
better then all gold and filver inthe world , for if you had 
all the gold and ſilver of both Indies, you had but natural 
vifts, but theſe gifts are ſpiritual, 

3ly, It is an Excellent Thing for a man to be able to do 
good to others, this is the end of gifts ; they are, as the 
Schools ſpeak, iz ordine ad atium, they are given for others 
good ; they are to profit with, faith the Apoſtle. The Sun is 
an excellent creature, why ? Becauſe he doth good to others; 
ſo, many are, by theſe ſpiritual gifts, enabled to do good to 
others, they are thoſe veſſels which grace and holineſs, being 
imbarqued in, is tranſported into others ſouls : though there 
be excellent commodities in other Countries, yet,if you have 
not ſhipping ro tranſport them, you are not the better for 
chem ; therefore you ſay there is a great uſe of ſhipping, 
th-reby ſuch and ſuch rare commodities are tranſported ; fo 
by theſe gifts, that grace and goodneſs that grows in one 
mans heart,is tranſported into anothers,carried into anothers 


ſoul. 
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foul; He hath given gifts, ſaith the Apoſtle, for the edifying of | 
the Body of Chriſt, Epheſ. 4+ 1f you cannot reach a Book off 
the ſhelf, you take a ſtool, and ſtanding upon that ſtool, you 
are able to reach down the Book ; the ſtool are theſe gitts : 
grace alone many times cannot reach down ſuch a Notion in 
Divinity, as it is able to do by the help of gifts ; Dena dantur 
in adjutorium gratie, gifts are given for the help of grace, 
they are the handmaids of grace, and they bring forth (weet- 
ly upon the knees of grace. 

4ly, Again, That muſt needs be excellent, that is able to ad 
a further excellency, unto that which is the moſt excellent : 
you ſay ordinarily, That if a worſe thing be added unto a 
better, the better is defiled ; as if water be added unto wine, 
the wine is corrupted ; if lead be added unto (ilver, the ſilver 
is defiled ; if filver be added unto gold, the gold is debaſed ; 
and ſo the better is defiled by the worſer : but now grace is 
the greateſt excellency inthe world, yet ad gifts unto grace, 
and grace it ſelf is my 4 the more excellent & beautiful ; for 
as the Temple did ſanQitie the gold, but the gold did beau- 
tihe the Temple ; ſo though grace do fanihe gifts, yer gifts 
do beautihe grace ; now grace being the greateſt beauty un- 
der heaven,& gifts putting a further beauty upon that which 
is the moſt beautiful, what doth this argue, but that there is 
abundance of excellency and beauty in Spiritual gifts ? 

Queſt. Bat then if there be ſuch an excellency um gifts , in 
Spiritual gifts, Wherein ts grace and Love more excellent ? 
Wherein lies the excellency of grace and Love, beyond the excel- 
lency of gifts ? 

Anſw. Concerning Love firſt: Love is not an empty thing, 
the voice and ſound of Love is not an'uncertain ſound, or an 
empty voyce; but ſaith the Apoſtle here, in the 13 Chap, of 
this firſt to the Corinthians, Though I ſpeak with the tongue of 
men and Angels and have not love, 1 am becom as ſounding braſs, 
or a tinckiing Cymbal: A mans heart may be purged from 
groſler ſins,and he may be garniſhed with parts and gifts,and 
yet his ſoul left empty for Satan to return into again, as you 


read in that 12 of Matthew; but Grace and Love is a filling 
G 2 thing, 
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the perſon loved. Judas comes and betrays his Maſter with a | 


thing, yea,faith the Apoſtle in this 13 Chap.and 8 verſ, Lowe 
( or Charity ) ever fails, but it continues, it is that garment 
that never waxeth 01d, bur Gifts do,and are ſoon thred-bare: 
Though theſe Gifts are fine ſweer flowers, yet therewithal the 
Mower filleth not his hand;a gracious beart canot be ſatisfied 
with Gifts alone,Gifts alone are not able to ſatisfe, Love and 
Grace doth. But wherein doth Love work beyond Gifts ? 
ſaith the Apoſtle here, Ile tell you,c.13.2.4+- Love #5 not eaſily 
provoked;better read thus, Love 25 ſlow ro anger, Patts and Gifts 
are not ſo ; But a man may be ſlow to anger and yet not kind 
and bountiful:true, but Love 7s kind,or bountiful,as the word 
bears it,Gifts are not ſo, (the Apoſtle ſpeaks of the effefs of 
Love in oppolitionto Parts and Gifts all along,') Love (faith 
he) is flow to anger, and is kind or bountiful : I but though a 
man be kind or bountiful, yet notwithſtanding he may envy 
at the good of others, truegit he have Parts and Gifts only;bur 
Love,true Love,that exvies not: I but though a mando not en- 

vy at the good of others, yethe may not conſider the wants of 
others ; true, but Love will, for in the next words, Charity,or 

Love vannteth xot, ſo you read it,but according to the Greek 


rather, Love & net [ight,or incon/iderate,but conſiders & weigh- 
eth al things:I but though you do al this, yet notwithſtanding 
2 man may be proud when he hath don,true,if he have Gifts 
alone ; but Love ts net puffed up, is not ſwel'd, or blown, and 
f11'd with wind,as the bellows are, at the 5.verſ{.ſaith he, Love | 
doth not behave it ſilf unſeemly : This may be underſtood two | 
wayes,faith Peter Martyr, Love wil do no unſeemly thing, or 
Love counts nothing unſecmly for the perſon loved: Our Sa- 
viour Chriſt waſhed his Diſciples feet; one would think it an 
unſeemly thing for the Lord & Maſter to do this for the ſer- 
vants, bur he loved rhem, & Love counts nothing unſeemly for 


kiſs,this was-an unſeemly thing; 7:4as had Parts & Gifts, bur | 
he had not Love,and therfore he:did an unſeemly thing:Love | 
doth not behave ir ſelf unſeemly, that is, it doth no unſeemly | 
thing, and yet counts nothing unſeemly for the perſon loved. | 


It ſeeks not her own, in the next words, but the good of the per | 
ON | 
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ſon loved : Love ts not eaſily provoked ; the words rather to be 
read thus,zs not eaſily imbittered, or is not ſharp, doth nor ſpeak 
bitter language, Gifts and Parts will. Zove thinks noevil, that 
follows, and at the 6 verſe, 7t rejoyceth not in iniquity, but re- 
Joyceth in the truth. It rejoyceth not in 1niquity, the word is, 
«Iz, injuſtice, It rejoyceth not in injuſtice, but it doth rejoyee 
With the truth, oy ,2ig4 J* 22ndsiz, fo the words are to be read, 
and that is thus, If a man be oppreſt, Love cannot rejoyce in 
his oppreſſion ; bur if a man be freed and delivered from his 
oppreſſion, & the truth heard & known, Love rejoyceth with 
ſuch a man,when the truth is diſcovered;it rejoiceth nor in it 
juſtice, but rejoyceth with the truth, when that coms to light. 
el, but ſuppole all this, yer notwithſtanding a man may la- 
bor under ſom ſinful infirmities,&c. what will Love do then ? 
Verſ.7.Love beareth all things, but the words ſhould be other- 
wiſe tranſlated, for as you read them, Love beareth al! things, 
what differeuce wil there be between that clauſe,and the lat- 
ter of that verl. endwreth all things, it bears all things,5c? here 
is no difference ; the words therefore ſhould be read thus, Ir 
covereth all things, ſo the Greek word, 2 ſignifies properly 
to cover, it is the ſame word that is uſed ordinarily in the 
new Teſtament to that purpoſe, Mark.2.4.They uncovered the 
roof of the houſe, cc.the roof,or the covering, is the ſame word 
that is uſed here,and ſo Love covereth al things; though men 
have many infhrmities, yet true Love will cover them all ; and 
it beleeveth all things, though a man have done that which is 
evilinit ſelf,-yet Love beleeves he had a good intention in 
the doing of it,for it beleeveth all things ; and though a man 
g0 very farinfin, yet if another have Love, he hoperh that 
God will bring him back again , for Lsve hopeth all things, it 
covers all things, it veleeveth all things ; it hopeth all things ; and 
if another do me wrong, if I have Love, I ſhall bear that too; 
for Love endnreth all things ; but now will Gifts and Parts d0 
theſe things? ſurely no, Gifts and Parts will not bear all 
things, cover all things, beleeve all things, hope all things, en- 
dure all things ;I but Love doth,and Love will,and therefore 
here's a greater excellency in the way of Love, then in the 
way 
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way of Gifts; and if Love do out-ſhoot Gifts in their own 
bow,then certainly there is a greater excellency in Love then 
in all Gifts. Now if you look in 1 Cor.8. you ſhal find that it 
is ſaid concerning Love, that it edifies, Knowledg puffeth wp, 
but Charity, or Love, edifie; RKnowledg, that is, the gifr of 
knowledg doth puff us up : the end of gifts is edification ; it 
is the proper work of gifts to edife, yer faith the Apoſtle, 
Love edifies, comparing Love and Gitts together, he ſhews. 
that Love ediftes rather then Gifts : Now, I fay,if that Love 
do thus out-ſhoot Gifts in their own bow , then certainly 
there is a great deal more excellency in Love, then in al Gifts, 
though they be never ſo great : Thus concerning Love. 

Secondly ; And concerning Grace and Holineſs in the ge- 
neral : Grace and holineſs is the proper and natural effe of 
the Spirit, as I may ſo ſpeak; Gifts are, Oprs ad extra: You 
ſhal find that voluntary and rational agents,have a Two-fold 
effe ; a man begets a child like himſelf, that's an natural ef- 
fet; then he makes a ſtool, or a hat, or a ſhip, this is not a 
natural effet,this is an artificial effe& : ſo God the Father,he 
made the World,there is Op ad extra: but he begat his Son, 
and the Son is of the Father, ſo the holy Ghoſt hath a Two- 
fold effet: The proper and the natural effe& of the Holy 
Ghoſt, is Grace, bur the Opres adexrra, is Gifts; Grace and 
holinels, is the proper effet of the Holy Ghoſt, and therfore 
the Apoſtle Pal, ſpeaking of Love, - Peace, and of other 
particular graces, ſaith, They are the frauts of the Spirit, Gal.y, 
22. But the fruit of rhe Spirit, zs Love, 7oy, Peace, Gentleneſs, 
Goodneſs, Faith, Cc. 

Again,Sin and corruption wil not ſo eaſily plant upon grace, 
as upon gifts; pride and corruption, wil more eaſily plant up- 
on. gifts,then upon grace, gifrs do ſooner gather filth,and ſo0- 
ner ruſt then grace doth, faith the Apoſtle in that place I na- 
med even now, K zowledg puffeth up,but Love edifies ; he ſpeaks 
of knowleds, as of a gift, now faith he, KyoWwhkag, that puf- 
feth up. But how can knowledg, or how can any Spiritual 
gift puff one up ? Can that which is the Fruit, or the effef? 


of the Spirit of Ged, puff one up ?., No, but occaſion- 


ally, 
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ally, it can and it will occaſionally. So you'l ſay, grace it ſelf 
doth, for a man may be proud of his grace, as well as he may 
be proud of his gifrs. Ir is very true, I remember that ſpeech 
of Mr Fox, Somerimes (laid he) I get hurt by my graces, ſom- 
times 1 get good by my ſins; for by my ſins I am made more humble, 
and by my grace 1 am made more proud. Its true, occaſionally 
a man may be proud of,and puffed up by his very graces, but 
there is yet that in true grace it ſelf chat will ſuppreſs pride, 
grace being contrary to (in ; as for gifts, though they be di- 
verſe from in, yet they are not contrary unto (in, and fo can- 
not ſuppreſs (in, as grace can do that is contrary therunto; for 
one contrary doth deſtroy the other: I expreſs it thus, A man 
may be proud of his clothes, and he may be proud of his gra- 
ces, but there is not that in his clothes which wil ſupprels his 
pride; there is nothing in clothes that is contrary unto pride, 
but in grace there 1s: So a man may be proud of his gifrs,and 
he may be proud of his graces, but there is not that in gifts 
that is ſo contrary unto pride as there is in grace,there is that 
ingrace that is direAly contrary unto (in & pride; I ſay ther- 
fore, That pride & corruption cannot ſo eaſily plant & grow 
upon grace it ſelf,as it can upon gifts,and therefore there is a 
greater excellency in grace , and the way of grace and holi- 
neſs,then in the way of gifts; Though a man have never ſo 
lictle- grace, and have no gifts, yet he gives no offence, is not 
ſcandalous ; but if a man have all gifts, and have no grace. 
| how many offences doth he fall :1fito? and how ſcandalous is 
ſhe ? letexperience ſpeak. 

3 Bur again thirdly, Though a man have never ſuch great 
parts and gifts, yet if he have not grace withal, he may go to 
 hell,and periſh co al eternity, for by his gifts he is not united 
| unto Jeſus Chriſt, for by his gifts he is not made the child of 
God or by his gifts he is not eſtated ini the covenant of grace; 
you know what our Savior ſaith, Many ſhall fay in that day, 
Lord, Lord, have we not propheſied in thy Name, and caſt cut 
Devils in thy Name, have done many Wonderful works? (theſe 
are the effeQs of gifts, ).and he ſpall [ay nnto thay, De- 
part, I know you net : But ſaith the Apoſtle concerning Grace 
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and Love, 7 hope better thinss of you, & ſuch as accompany ſalva- 
tion, for God 15 not unminaful to forget your labor of love, that 
accompanies ſalvation. You ſee how it is with children that 
are playing together in the day,if they be playing abroad,and 
children of divers parents, when night comes, one child goes 
to his father,and the other unto his father,they are very like, 
it may be,and their clothes are alike,and when they are play- 
ing cogether abroad, you cannot ſay whoſe child this is, or 
whoſe child that is, but when night comes, the father then 
comes unto his child, and faith, Come home my child, come 
in at doors, & if the other offers to go in there, No chila4,you 
muſt go home to your father.So while we are living, grace & 
vifts are mingled together. ſome men have gifts, & ſome men 
have graces,& they look very like; Ah but when night coms, 
and when death comes,then God the Father, he ſaith to thoſe 
that have grace, Come my children,enter in; but if thoſe that 
have gifts only come, he ſends them away, No, you muſt go 
to your father, it is not your gifts make you my children, by 
grace you are my children,but not by gitts, & therfore home 
ro vour father, I am none of your father, home unto your own 
father; thus will the Lord ſpeak when night comes : yea,and 
if man do goto hell and periſh, the more gifts he hath, the 
deeper will he (ink into hell; as it is with a man that is in the 
water finkins in the water,the more he is laden with gold,the 
more he ſinks, and as he is ſinking, if he hath any time to cry 
out, he ſaith, Oh take away theſe bags of gold, theſe bags of 
gold will ſink me, they will undo me : So I ſay, theſe golden 
parts,and golden gifrs they will undo men; when men come 
to hell, and ſhall periſh, the more golden gifts and parts they 
have had, the deeper they ſhall {ink in hell ; parts and gifts 
will never fave a man from the wrath to come, 1, but Grace, 
and Love,& Holineſs under Chriſt will; ſurely therfore there 
is an excellency in the way of Grace and of Love, beyond the 
way of Gifts: Though the way of Gifts be an excellent way, 
and much to be Celired, yet the way of Grace and of Love 1s 
a more excellent way, and moſt of all to be defired. 
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wiſhly upon thoſe that have gifts, pon thoſe that have none, 
or very weak,and it looks wiſhly upon us al. 

Firſt, It looks wiſhly upon thoſe that have parts and gifts, 
and it cals upon you al for to bleſs the Lord ; Hath the Lord 
led you in a way of gifts ? he hath led yoy inan excellent 
way,for the way of gifts is an excellent way : Is it not a great 
mercy for a man to be able to do good to others, and to fave 
another mans Soul, to have a hand to pul others our of ever- 
laſting burnings? Herein man ſeems to go beyond theAngels, 
for the Angels are miniſtring Spirits, but men are called $a- 
viors, Others ſave With fear, pulling them eut of the fire: And 
hath the Lord led you in a way of gifts, and given you gifts 
to do good to others ? ſuch an hand he hath given to you, 
ſurely therefore you have cauſe for everto blefle the Lord. 

But though the Lord,through his Grace, had led me in this 
way of gifts,I fear I have nothing bur gifts, I fear thatthey are 
gifts alone, & not grace withal ; had I gifts and graces too, 1 
ſhould bleſs the Lord indeed,butl fear it is nothing but pifts. 

For Anſwer, Itis poſſible, That a man that hath grace may 
think he hath nothing but gifts ; it is poſſible for a man that 
hath only gifts to think that his gifts are graces : But would 
you know the difference between gifts & graces as they are in 
ſabjefo,as they are in a particular perſon ? (for the difference 
between them as they are in themlſelves,I have ſhewed you in 
the beginning)Then thus, The faculty you know is diſtingui- 
ſhed by the aR, & the a by the obje&, porentia diſtingnitar 
per altum, & attus per objeftam, faith Philoſophy : If a man 
have gifts only, he is excerciſed moſt about a gifting objec; 
if grace,then about a gracious obje&t; and therefore if you 
look into Scripture, you fhal find, that Grace and Faith falls 
in with a crucified Chriſt, 7 deſire to know nothing but Chriſt, 
and him cruezFied, ſaith Faith and Grace : But now Gifts co- 
ming in bythe Aſcenſion of Jeſus Chriſt, ( He hath aſcended 
on high, heihath-given Gifts to men) they are converſant eſpe- 
cially abourrAſeenſions and Glories , but a Crucified Chriſt 
is a mean and fleſhly thing in their eyes. 

2. Again, They differ in their nature ; for gifts,as I may ſo 
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ſpeak,are a dead grace,and grace is a living gift;dead men are 
free among the dead, & living men love to converſe with the 
living ; grace is a living quality, & therefore it prizeth living 
Saints, & things are moſt {avory that com from a living hand; 
but gifts in compariſonare a dead thing and therfore prizeth 
dead notions,and dead perſons ; and things reliſh beſt which 
com from a dead hand,as books and the like ; why 2? becauſe 
gifts being dead, themſelves are free among the dead. 

3 Again, They differ alſo in their diſpoſition, for Grace and 
Holinefle is contented with the ſimplicity of theGoſpel!,Gifts 
are not contented therewichal, and therfore you ſhal obſerve 
that the Corinthians, who excelled in gifts, adulterated the 
Goſpel with their ſwelling words, the Va/athians adulterated 
the Doctrine of the Goſpe), and mingled the Doctrine of the 
Goſpel with Juſtification by Works, & the Corinthians ming- 
led the words of theGoſpel with their own ſwelling 1anguag; 
they had gifts,& they were not contented with the {implicity 
of the Goſpel, I but grace is. You ſee how it is with a Child 
that coms into a corn field, he is mightily taken with the blue 
or red weeds, or a company of daiſies ;- but now when a man 
coms,the Husbandman coms, he looks at the corn, and is not 
ſo much taken with the blue or the red weeds, or the daiſies 
that grow there, but he is taken with the corn 4t ſelf :. So now 
take a man that hath gifts only , and bring him to a. Sermon, 
or to a Prayer,and if there be any fine expreſſions,any daiſies, 
he is much taken with them, he prizeth and magniherh them, 
and he hangs onthem ; but now bring a man that hath grace 
to Prayer, or to a Sermon, and he looks at the corn, he doth 
not look atthe daiſies ſo much , but at- the ſpirituallity and 
the power of thoſe things that are there delivered : They 
differ in their diſpoſition. it 

4 Again, They differ alſo in their effeAs; Grace hath a 
g00d hand at ſuffering,as wel as at doing : Gifts|have a very 
good hand at doing, but they have an ill hand.at\ſuffering ; 
they are g1ven to profit withal , they are given toaR, and to 
do with ; But when you come to ſuffer, gifts ( I ſay ) though 
they have a good hand at doing, they have a very ill may 4 
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ſnffering : But now Grace hath as good a hand at ſu ffering,as 
it hath at doing, 

5 Again, They differ alſo in their abatement, &in their quen- 
ching : If a man have grace and fal into fin,that fin wil hinder 
and quench the former actings of his grace; he canot at now 
as he did ac before ; therfore ſaith the Apoſtle,quench not the 
Spirit: But if a man have gifts only,and no grace,& he fal 1n- 
to (in, that ſin hinders not his atings, he can pray as he did, 
and he can converſe as he did, his actingsare not ſo much hin- 
dered or quenched therby; as it is with a Candle, if it be only 
painted upon a board, & you put itinto the water,that is not 
quenched therby; Why ? becauſe it is a dead Candle,it is not 
a living Candle: but now come and take a living Candle, a 
burning Candle, and put that into the water, & that is quen- 
ched; Why ? becauſe it is a living Candle, it is a burning 
Candle : ſo now,take a man that hath gifts only, and let him 
fal into (in,and his gifts are not quenched with his fin ; Why? 
becauſe he is but a dead Candle, a painted Candle, and fo he 
can pray as wel, and converſe as wel, though he fal into fin : 
But now, a man that hath grace in truth,and more then gifts, 
if he fal into ſin, Oh ! he cannotac as he did ac before, he 
hath not the ſame face towards God as he had before -Thus 
I ay,they differ in their abatements: And therfore now, who- 
ſoever you are that make this ObjeRtion, and fear that you 
have nothing but gifts, and not grace, as it is the ſcruple of 
manyChriftians,Oh! 1 fear(faith one)I have nothing bur pifts 
that I have not grace at al, but gifts alone ; I appeal unto you 
before the Lord, whoever you are that labor under his fear, 
whether do you not delire(above al)to know Jeſus Chriſt and 
him crucified ? whether are not things beſt that coms from a 
living hand to you ? whether do not your diſpoſition lie to- 
wards the ſimplicity of the Goſpel ? and are you not content 
and ſatisfied there-withal > whether have you not as good a 
hand at ſuffering,when God cals you thereunto,as at doing ? 
whether are you not quenched, when you fal into fin ? Oh! 
Yes, faith the poor Soul : This I muſt needs ſay, Through 
grace thus it 1s with me, the Lord knows I can ſpeak this in 
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truth, I defire ro know nothing but a crucified Chriſt ; living 

things from a living hand do favor beſt with me me, and my 
diſpoſition lies towards the ſimplicity of the Goſpel; I am not 
ſo much raken with the daiſies, as with the corn that grows in 
a Sermon, & in a Prayer; and through grace I have as good a 
hand at ſuffering, when God leads me to it, as at doing ; and 
this Ican ſay in ttuth, That when I do fall into any great (in, 
that I find ſome abating and quenching, I cannot pray then, 
as I could pray before. Well, if theſe things be in you, and 
abound, be of good comfort, here 1s more than bare gifts, 
here is grace alſo. This is the firſt Conſideration. 

Secondly, This DoQtrin looks wiſhly alſo upon thoſe that 
have no gifts, upon thoſe that are weak in gifts, have either no 
gifts atal,or very weak gifts, & it cals upon you to be of good 
Comfort ; There is many a poor ſoul complains,and faies, As 
for ſuch & ſuch men,they have great gifts,but I have no gifts 
at all, I have no Memory at all, I have no Utterance, I have 
no Elocution, I have no gifts in Prayr, I have no gifts in con- 
ference : Well,the way of Gifts indeed is an excellent way : 
And hath not the Lord led you in that way of Gifts, that ex- 


 cellent way ? yet notwithſtanding, if he have led you. ina 


more excellent way,have you any cauſe to complain? Though 
the way of Gifts be an excellent way, the way. of Grace is a 
more excellent way,the way of Love is a more excellent way; 
What then,Soul ? what then? Though the Lord hath nor led 
thee in the way of Gifts, that excellent way, yet, I ſay, if he 
have led thee in the way of Grace,& in the way ofLove,in the 
more excellent way,certainly you have no cauſe to complain. 

1. Will you complain for want of that, which if you had 
inabundance, you would have leſs time to tend your own 
Souls ? Gifts are given for to profit with, Gifts are givenfor 
the good of others,to do good to others ; the more gifts you 
have therefore,the more you are to tend upon others,and do 
good to them; and the more you are to tend upon others, 
the leſs time you have to tend upon your own ſouls : Now, 
ſay, would you complain for want of that, which if you had 
in abundance, you ſhould have leſs time to tend your own 
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2. Or,wil you complain for want of that,which if you had 
without grace,would be your undoing?TheHeathens tel us a 
Fable cocernins a man who deſired that al that ever he touchrt 
might be gold, &,ſay they,it was granted to him by the gods; 
when therefore he came to eat his meat, he touched ir, fo his 
meat was turned to gold, & ſo the man was ſtarved; The Mo- 
ral of it is this, That many a man would be utterly undon, if 
he had that which he moſt defires: & let me tel you this, Had 
you al gifts & golden parts, yet, if you had not grace withal, 
you would delire that al that ever you ſhould touch might 
be gold,you would turn al into gifts,and matter of parts,and 
ſo your own Soul would be undon and ſtarved by it. 

Or, wil you complain for want of that, which, if you have, 
may aggravate your Condemnation; but, if you want,cannor 
hinder your Salvation? Pray conſider it, Wil you(I ſay)com- 
plain for want of that, which,if you have,may aggravate your 
Condemnation; bur, if you want, can never hinder your Sal- 
vation? If you have gifts, they may aggravate your Condem- 
nation ; but if you have them not, your wanting of them ſhal 
never hinder your Salvation: Shal I then complain for want 
of them ? Yet thus (I ſay) thus it is with you that complain 
for want of gifts ; Hath not the Lord x was! led you in the 
way of gifts? and hath he led you inthe way of grace ? be 
of good comfort: Comfort, comfort, comfort, to al thoſe 
taat are weak in gifts, but have truth of grace. Only here 
give me leave to lay before you ſome few Direfions, whe- 
ther you have gifts or no. 

Firſt, Either you have gifts,or not ; if that you have gifts, 
then you are called to doing good; if you have not gifts,then 
you are called to receiving good, for al a mans life ſhould be 
ſpent either in doing good, or receiving ; If a man have gifts, 
then he iscalled to 5 : if a man have no pifts, then he is 
called to receiving : Have you gifts? therefore know, you are 
called to doing ; Have you no gifts > know, you are called 
the more to receiving. 

2ly, And either you have gifts, or not ; If you have gifts, 
take heed you do not deſpiſe thoſe that have none ; and 
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if you have not, take heed that you do not envy thoſe that 
have;take heed you do not celire grace for gifts ſake , as Hy- 
pocrites do, but rather delire gifts for grace ſake,as the godly 
dozas your gifts grow upon you, labor to grow proportionab! 


| in grace;forif a man have a great Farm, & have no ſtock, or a 


ſmal ſtock, it is the only way to break him; ſo if a man have 
great gifts, & bur little grace, it is the only way to undo him. 

3ly, Bur, above al things, take heed that you do not lay 
your gifts at the foundation of your Religion; gifts are good 
in the building, but they are naught in the foundation ; gifts 
are good above, but they are naught beneath: you ſee how it 
is in ſome Trades, if men have gun-powder, barrels of gun- 
powder, or comodities that are apt to take fire, they lay them 
in the upper rooms on the top of their houſes, and if you ask 
them the reaſon, #/hy do not you lay theſe things below? they wil 
ſay, Nay, but they are apt to take fire, and if they ſhould but take 
fire,the whole houſe might be blown up therWwithal: Beloved, gifts 
and parts are as gun-powder, they are very apt to take hre ; 
and what is the reaſon that many a acolefvr is blown up,and 
the whole building of his Religion ruined, but becauſe, when 
firſt he began to look towards Heaven, he laid his gifts at the 
foundation of his profeſſion, whereas Chriſt only is our 
foundation,and if any man wil build upon gifts and parts, his 
whole building wil come to nothing : Take heed therefore 
that gifts and parts do not come into the foundation of your 
Religion. So much for the ſecond Conlideration. 

The Third follows: This Dodrine looks wiſhly alſo upon al 
of us: Is this true, that though the way of gifts be an excelent 
way,yet the way of grace is a more excellent way, & the way 
of Love a more exce!lent way,and more to be defired 2 Why 
ſtand we then {o much upon our gitrs & parts ? and why look 
we no more after Love ? Love is the great Comand, the moſt 
excellent way ; the Apoſtle faith in this 13 Chap. Though 7 
freak with the 1ongr:0 of men and Angels,and have not Love, I am 


beceme as ſornatz7 br, ſs,and a tivkling Cymbal: What though 
I Preach as neve: man Preached, yet if I want Love, I am but 
as ſounding braſle, and a tinkling Cymbal: What though I 
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pray as never man prayed with praying gifts, yet if I want 
Love, am but as ſounding brafle, and as a tinkling Cymbal.: 
What though I confer & diſcourſe of al things, as never man 
did, yet if I want Love, Iam bur as a ſounding braffe,and as a 
tinkling Cymbal : Yert,Good Lord ! how many are there that 
bear themſelves upon theſe bladders of gifts and parts(which 
wil ere long be prickt ) and negle this way of Love! Are 
there not ſome Profeſſors that do ſomtimes queſtion their e- 
verlaſting condition for the want of gifts, yet.can go up and 
downa whol year together in the breach of Love, and never 
queſtion their condition for want of that ? Yea,are there nor 
ſome Preachers that fetch the great part of their evidence for 
heaven from their gifts, & the exerciſing of their gifts, whileſt 
they lie in the breach of Love?TheApoſtle,you ſee here,doth 
advance Love above al gifts; And I pray ler us conſider a lictle 
what theſe gifts are, that are thus funk down before Love, 
which Love is advanced above: the Apoſtle tels-us they are 
Spiritual gifrs, not Natural gifts: Suppoſe now I be to Preach, 
and I go from one book to another, out of one book I take 
one thing, out of another book I take another thing, out of a 
third book I take another thing , and I do but only pur theſe 
together that I have out of ſeveral books; Is this any more 
then a Natural gift > Suppole a Book-binder be to bind up di- 
vers ſheets of Paper, and he ſtircheth them up together, Is it 
any more then a Natural gift? So,ſuppoſe I be to Preach,or I 
be toPray, & I take this expreſſion from one, & that expreſſion 
from another, and this thing from one, & that from another, 
and Ido only pur theſe things together, Is this any more then 
a natural gite?-I, but they are Spiritual gifrs that the Apoſtle 
doth ſink before Love,& doth advance Love above ; yea,and 
if you obſerve this Scripture, you ſhal find that they were the 
higheſt gifts, for ſaith he,at the 28.Verſe, God hath ſer ſome in 
the Church, firſt Apoſtles, ſecondly Prophets,thirdly —— 
ter that Miracles,then gifts of Healing : And thoxgh ( faith he 
Chap. 13.) 7 ſpeak with the rongue of men and Angels, and have 
not Love, I ans becom as Jounding braſs,and a tinkling Cymbal. 
Though bean Apoſtle, have the gift of an Apoſtle;be a Pro- 
ere pher, 
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phet, and have the gift of a Prophet, though I have gifts of 
Miracles, yet notwithſtanding if I want Love, al is nothing : 
Theſe were great and high gifts, the higheſt gifts, and yet al 
nothing without Love : And areal theſe gifts as nothing, ſpi- 
ritual gifts nothing without Love? apoſtolical gifts,and Pro- 
phetical gifts,and Miraculous gifts, are al theſe gifts nothing 
without Love ? O Lord, what are my poor minnum gifts then 
without Love ? my gifts either in Preaching, or in Praying,or 
in Conference? Ah! what poor ſhrubs are my gifts then?how 
are they much more nothing without Love? and yer how ma- 
ny have theſe times brought forth that hunt much after gifts, 
and the exerciſe of their gifts,and are ſtrangers to the way of 
Love ? I had almoſt ſaid, they are out of love with this grace 
of Love : but if we look into the ſecond Chap. of the firſt of 
?ohn, we find a Scripture that may make al of us to take heed 
how we walk up and down without Love, verſ.10. He that lo- 
veth his brother, abideth in the light, and there 15 no occaſion of 
ſtumbling in him : Though there be much ſtumbling abroad, 
yet if a man love his brother, though he have many failings, 
and ſome od opinions,yet if he love his brother,he abideth in 
the light and there is none occaſion of ſtumbling in him; Bur 
(faith he, v.11.) He that hateth his brother, 1s in darkneſs, and 
he walks in darkneſs,and he knoWvs not whither he goes: He thinks 
he-is going to Heaven,and he is going to Hell ; he thinks he 
is going on in a way. of zeal,but alafſe, poor man; he walks up 
and down in darkneſſe,he knows not whither he goeth;who- 
ſoever walks in this way of hatred,or want of Love, he walks 
in darkneſſe, and he knows not whither he goes; But I need 
not ſay no more : The Apoſtle herettels us, That the way of 
Love.1s an excellent way, the more excellent way,and moſt to 
be deſired: Now therefore,Oh that our Love might abound ! 
Oh that our Love, that is much declined in theſe days, might 
be recovered! Oh that our Love might abound towards one 


another, & towards al the Saints ! Oh thatthere were love, | 


and peace, and reconciliation yet among Profeſſors ! ' 
But though ſuch a man be a profeſſor it may be he us not godly,yea 
1 do not think he 1s godly,and Why ſhould T love him then ? 
| You 
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You know what our Savior ſaith concerning the Father, He 
maketh his Sun to ſhine upon the good and bad; and I pray is it 
not uſual with deceitful hearts, tirſt co degrade a godly man 
into ungodlyneſs, that ſo they may have room to hate him ? 
There is a great deal of difference between the affeRtion of a 
prophane man, and of an Hypocrit ; a prophane man makes 
nothing to profeſs that he bates, and that he doth not love, 
ſuch a man that is godly, and that he hates him becauſehe is 
pure and holy; but now an hypocrite knows in his conſcience 
that he muſt not hate a man that is godly: What then? Ther- 
fore, that he may make room to hate him, he will firſt make 
him ungodly; firſt he will degrade him, and make him'un- 
godly, that ſo he may have room to hate him ; as now, if he 
have a mind to love one, & to be intimate with him, his con- 
ſcience tels him, that he muſt not walk with, or be intimate 
with them that are wicked ; therfore firſt he will make a man 
godly, that ſo he may have room to love him ; & ſoif a man 
be godly,he will firſt make him ungodly,that ſo he may have 
room to hate him : Take heed of this deceit of hearr; you 
ſay ſuch a one is not godly, take heed of this deceit. 

Zrt ſuppoſe he be Godly, yet notWichſtanding he is of a diffe- 
rent judgment from mehe 1s not of the ſame opinion With me, and 
ſhould 1 love him then ? 

I confeſs it is hard to do it, and we ſhould al pray that 
we might be of the ſame mind; yet where, I pray do you 
find in al the Scripture, that the Lord doth make Oneneſs of 
Judgment to be the only rule and meaſure of Love ? Where 
bebake Lord fay in any place in Scripture, That Oneneſs of 
Judgment ſhal be the only meaſure of our love to one ano- 
ther> Doth a father ſay unto his child, Child, love your 
brother, becauſe heis of the ſame growth with you ? No, 
but ( my children) love one another, for ye are brethren : So 
the Lord doth not ſay, My children, love one another, be- 
cauſe you are of the ſame growth, and the ſame pitch ; but 
love one another; for you are brethren. 

I, but ſuppoſe that a man doth me wrong, ſtirs and provokes me, 
and that he hath firſt made the breach, ſhould I love him then ? 

I Yes, 


| Any. 


Objef, 


— 
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| Yes,elſe there were no labor of Love: God is not unmind- 
fil eo forget your labor of Love ; if there were no provocati- 
on,your Love were not worthy of God ; that Faith is a Faith 
worthy of (39d thar ſteps over d: fficulties, and that Love is a 
Love worthy of God char ſteps over provocations : You ſee 
how 17 1© with 2 olafs that hath ſweer-liquor in it, the more 
you {t:c that gla(s, 11e more ſavory ſweet ſmel it ſends forth ; 
come indeed rv a gla6 that hath flchy & nnſavory liquor in 
it, & the more you ſtir ir, the worſe it ſmels. Art thou provo- 
ked? & art thou ſtirred? if there be ſweet liquor in you, grace 
and patience within you,the more you are ſtirred, & the more 
you are provoked ,the {weeter you wil (mel ; but if there be a 
froward fpirit, and a froward diſpolition, if there be filthy li- 
quor within, chen indeed themore you are ſtirred, & the more 
you are provoked, the worſe you'l ſmel: And whereas you | 
ſpeak of his firſt making the breach upon Love, I pray look 
upon that of the ſecond of the K:zgs, Chap. 6. you ſhal find 
there with what bloody intentions the King of Syria came to 
Dothan for to take F/1/hx, at the 14. verl. Therefore ſent he 
thither Horſes and Chariots, and a great Hoſt, and they came by 
night, and compaſſed the City. Eliſha goes forth unto them, 
at the 19. verſe, and he ſaid, Thzs rs not the Way, neither us this 
the City ; follow me,and I will bring you to the man Whom ye ſeek; 
But he led them to Samaria. When they were come into Samaria, 
at verf. 20, the Lord opened their eyes : And the King of Iſrael 
/aid (at the 21.verl. ) unto Eliſha when he ſaw them, My father, 
foal I (mite them ? ſhal I (mite them ? He Anſ\vered, T hou ſhalt 
not (mite them ; Wonldeſt thou [mite thoſe whom thon haſt taken 
Captive with thy S\rord,and With thy Bow ? ſet bread and Water 
before them, that they may eat and drirk_, and go to their Maſter: 
So he prepared great proviſions for them, & when they had eat and 
drunk , he ſent them away, and they went to their Maſter ; ſo the 
Bands of Syria came no more into the Land of Iſrael. Mark the 
iſſue, the Syrians came out firſt, were the firſt that made the 
breach ; wel, 7/-ac! had advantage upon them, and the Xing 
of 1ſraels fingers did itch at them, to be ſmiting of them, bur 
Eliſha would not have it fo, but inſtead of ſmiting, he would 


have 
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have kindneſſe ſhewen unto them ; and,T pray, what was the 
effe& thereof? having ſet bread and water before them, and 
refreſhed them with thoſe proviſions, they went away, /» the 
Bands of Syria came no more into the Land of Iſrael. I have read 
of :wo famous Philoſophers that were at great variance, the 
one an elderly man, the other yonger, the elder comes unto 
the yonger with a motion of peace, and the yonger willingiy 
embraced it ; peace being made, Wel, faith the elder,remem- 
ber chat though I were the elder,yet I come to you,and I firſt 
offered peacez True, (faith the yonger unto him again) I ac- 
knowledge ir, and I ſhal upon this account for ever account 
you the more worthy man, becauſe though I was the firſt 
that did make the ſtrife, you were the firſt char did make the 
peace. And ſhal Reathens do thus, and hal not we, Chriſti- 
ans, £0 beyond them, or do the ſame ? 

I, but there is time for al things ;z there was a time indeed 
for Love, and for men to be reconciled, but now things are 
grown to that height, & ro that pais,thar tt 1s now too late to 
talk of Love,and of Reconciliation ; we confe!s,that the way 
of Love is the more excellent way, and there was a time in- 
deed to have been reconciled, but now it is al too lace. 

Welrchen,if ir be £90 late, give me leave to entreat one thing 
at your hands, & that is this, ſay, if it be too late, & you fay 
it is t00 late to be reconc!leu,and love one another,let me en- 
treat this, That vou woull al lay aftde yorr garments, the gar- 
ments of your profeſlion of beingChriſtsDiiciples, for our$2- 
VIOT faith, by ths fil mn know that Ye are my Diſciples, if Ye 
love one arother : and therefore if it be too late for to love one 
another, and to be reconciled, come and let us lay down our 
g4rments,let us lay down our profglion of being ckeDiſcipls 


| of Chriſt;yea,let us lay down our expeQation of heaven too, 


for faith the Apoſtle, Fl. and Bloud caunst inherit the K ing- 
dom of God: And 1s not pailton,malice,and want of love, Feth 
and bloud ? Certainly, certainly,if I do not walk in this way 
of Love, itis not al my parts, & al my gifts, that wil bail me 
from the arreſt of that Scriperre, Fleſh + blozd ſail not inherit 
the kingdom of heaven. ave read or heard of a certiinCham- 

I 2 plan 


— 


Ob j [4 7 . 


Anſ\v. 
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| pian that challenged a Duel, two Armies being come near to 
one another,one comes forth out of one Army, and chalten- 
geth to tight hand to hand with any one of the other Army 
at laſt there ſteps forth a man for to meet him, & they being 
there to fight, and many of both Armies gotten round to be- 
hold and fee what would become of it, who ſhould fal, and 
who ſhould ſtand ; ar laſt ſaith one ofthe two, Who are you 
for ? ſaith the other. Sir, Tam for you, and Iam come forth 
to fave your life ; Why ( ſaid he) ſhould we( like fools ) kil 
one another,to make ſport for theſe benolders? ſo they threw 
down their weapons, and embraced one another, and fo par- 
ted with love, to the admiration of al that did behold them. 
Now beloved ,things are grown to a great height, and there is 
too much difſention amongſt Profeſſors, and al men are up- 
on the tip-toe at this time, to ſee who ſhal fal, and who ſhal 
ſtand : But now after al our animoſities, if we could ſtep in 
ro one another, & embrace one another, how would this glo- 
rite God, & make Religion glorious inthe eyes of the world? 
Oh why ſhould we that are Profeſſors kil, wound, or abuſe 
one another, to make ſport for our common enemies that be- 
hold us ? Beleeve it, beleeve it,it 1s not too late, it is not too 
{ate to love one another ; it is not too late for me to do 
my work,as long as it is not to0 late to receive my wages; and 
if I ſay, it is t00 lateto be reconciled, what if God ſay to me 
then, It is t00 late for my Soul to be ſaved ? | 
What thea ſp.al We do,that We may get into this excellent way of 
Love * 
I ſha! only lay befofe you, two or three direfions ; Two 
or three things I conceive there are, that yet would make 2 
reconciliation,and repair love among us, that would recover, 
and recruit our love that is much declined. Thefirſt, is an E- 
vangelical Goſpel Spirit or diſpoſition ; a legal diſpoticion, is 
a fretful, froward,firy diſpoſition ; but a Goſpel diſpoſition, 
is like the Goſpel, ſmooth, gentle, loving and ſweet : we read 
of Abraham, That he Went in to Hagar, and he had a child, 1ſh- 
mael, by her, he Went in to Sarah,and he had a child by her,lfaac, 
and theje two Iſothers, Hagar, and Sarah, the Apoſtle tells ws 


( Gal. 


—— 
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( Gal. 4.) were types of the Law, and of the Goſpel : after A- 
braham had gone in to Hagar, and the Child of Hagar 
wel grown, there was no peace in the Family, though it 
were Abrahams Family. And as Abrahamthen did go 1n to 
Hagar, ſo now, the Children of Abraham do too much go 
in to Hagar, the Law; And as Lather ſaid, Cain ſemper 
occidit fratrem ad finem mundi ; Cain wil be alvvayes killing 
of his brother Abel, til the worlds end. Sofſay I, Abraham 
wil be alwayes going in to Hagar, til Chriſt come again. 1 
mean the Children of Abraham wil be alwayes going in to 
the Law, and to Hagar. And what's the reaſon I pray, 
that there are ſo many diviſions, and diſſentions now among 
us, and ſo little love, but becauſe the Children of Abraham 
go ſo much into Hagar: TIdare boldly fay, Ir is not ſo much 
diverſity of Judgment, that maketh theſe difſentions, as it 
is the legallity of our diſpoſitions ; for though your Judge- 
ments were very different and removed one from another, yet 
if your Spirits were Evangelical, you would love one ano- 
ther; and though your Judgments were all of a piece, yet if 


cal diſpoſition, there would be want of love ſtill, ſtill there 
would be diviſions :- now therefore whenſoever you find di- 
viſions beginto ſtir,or want of love; then go to God and be- 
ſeech the Lord ſaying, Oh, Lord, deliver me from a Legal 
diſpoſition ; Oh, Lord, beſtow upon me a Goſpel diſpoſition. 

And again; Secondly, a true and real ſenſe of the Name of 
God, & how greatly the Name of Chriſt & God the Father, 
doth ſuffer by the diviſions of Profeffors, and their want of 
love, wil recruit & recoverour love ; we are very ſenſible of 
our own names,the ſufferings of our own names, but were we 
as ſenlible of the ſuffering of Gods Name, certainly there 
would not be ſuch want of love amongſt us. Lzther ſa:d in his 
time, The Thief wrongs one, the Aulterer Wrongs two, the Slan- 
derer wrongs three, but I think fenr ; himſelf, the perſon abuſed, 
the by ſtander, and the precions Name of God : You have 
heard, it's likely, of the Parable of the Stomach, there was a 
great varience ſomtimes fel out at Rome,between the People, 


and” 


po CIT 


one were of a Legal diſpofition,and the other of an Evangeli- | 
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and the Senate info much that the people banded together,to 
the hazard of the Common-wealth : The Senate to quiet the 
people,ſent a cert4in eloquent man amongſt them ; and when 
he came amongſt :hem, he propounded them this Parable ; 
faith be, * Upon a time the Members of the Body were at va- 
* riance with the Stomach, becauſe the Stomach devoured al 
« the mear, and [ay ſtill. was idle, and did not work, and al 
* che other Members of the Body wrought hard, and ſorely 
© for their living ; whereupon they al combined againſt the 
© Stomach,;and the Eve would not fee no more for it, and the 
© Hand would work nc more for it, and the Feet would walk | 
*no more for it, and tle Teeth would-chew no more for it, 
© and other members refr1ed for to do their office, wherupon 
« che whole Body was weak, the Eye begin to wax dim, the 
* End began to wax weak, t!:2 Feet began to be feeble, and 
© 1l the Members began to he weak, and the whole Body for 
© to wither. $0 here,now in chefe days of ours ; one man he 
thinks he 1s wronged, and he witunolds his influence and his 
love ; and another man he thinks he is wrongod, and he with- 
holds his influence and his love ; and anorher man he thinks 
he is wronged, and he withholds his influence and his love ; 
and ſo in fne, al the Members are weakned ,. and the whole 


Body of the Commorn-wealth weakned ; yea, and the body 


of Chriſtianity weakned, & the'name of Chriſt, the precious 
name of Chriſt, char ſuffers mvch : You thar area Profefſor 


2 


you ſirike at me, & I that am a profeffor,] ſtrike at you ; bur 


[ pray, where fals the blow ? che blow {als upor. the name of 
Chriſt.che blow fals Upon the.name of d:; Dave I done yOu 
wrong ? T pray, whatwrong Lath thename of Chrift done 
vou ? hath nor Chriſt ſuffered enougi: For us, bur ſaul lis 
precious name ſuffer more by us ? 7%, 5 Was 4 man ( you 
know) render of the name of God, What hal becoine Of thy 
oreat name? In Malachies time, 1t was the CharaCer of a 


'man fearing God, 7 hat he therght wpen the name of Gole Soltr 


mou in theProverbs laith The name of the Lor4 25 a ſirong to\ver, 
4 of k,* - ho AS a$ - S$* fv 

ihe riohtcoits fiy there tnte,and 6Y fait tn LOW THEN, 45S CVET you 

deſire that the riame of the Lord ſhouid' be a reivge and a 
' > _ + ſhelter 
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ſhelter to you in the evil day : Oh ! be tender of the name of 
God, and Idare ſay, the more tenderyou ( that are Profeſ- 
{ors ) are of the precious name of God, and the more ſenſe 
you have of the ſufferings of Gods name, the more you wil 
lay down your weapons one againſt another, and the more 
you'l ſet your ſelves for to love one another. 

And would you love en? another now, as you have loved 
before ? then do as you have done before: 7 have ſomewhat 
againſt thee { ſaith Chriſt ro the Church of Epheſzs) thou haſt 
left thy firſt Love : But wouldſt thou be recovered ? Remem- 
ber from whence thon art fallen,and repent, and do thy firſt Works. 
Iwiſh I might not ſay, That Chriſt hath a ſomewhar againſt 
us; even this, That in theſe dayes of ours we have loſt our 
former Love, Love unto one another : Bur would we be re- 
covered ? reclaimed ? Oh letus remember from whence we 
are fallen, repent and bewail our divifious, declinings in 
Love, and do our fhrſt works : What are thoſe 2 Times were 
heretofore , when you ( that are of different Judgments 
now ) would have met together, prayed together, yea, fa- 
ſted, prayed, and have wept together: $0 let us do again ; 
we meet now, and diſpute together ; we meet now, and we 
wrangle together ; but we ſhal neverdiſpute: our ſelves into 
Love: If we would love one another now, as we have done 
before, then let us do as we did before, meet, and pray to- 
gether, as before. The living fiſh ſwims againſt the ſtream, 
the dead fiſh is carried down with the ide ; fo a living 
Chriſtian ſwims againſt the tide of the times; a dead 
Profeſlor is carried down with al ; and which way doth 
the ſtream & tide of theſe times run, but againſt Love? grear 
oppoſitions that are made to Love. Now then,as we deſire to 
be counted living Chriſtians, ler us make ic our work and bu- 
lineſs to heal,and reconcile things : *'Tis 1n regard of Graces, 
as 1n regard of Ordinances , when any Ordinance of God is 
decryed, then it is our duty, and we are called to it, for to 
cry it up: ſo when any one grace is oppoſed rhen is our time, 
and thenare we called to advance it moſt. And when ever was 
this grace of Love among Profeſſors ſo much oppoſed as it is 
now ? 
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now 2 Now therfore (if ever) i is Our duty to abound in Love, 
and to walk in this excellent way. 

Bur you delire gitts, yea, and your gifts ar e great ; [ know 
where 1 ſpeak,in this great and famous ;C ty of London,where 
gifts and parts Srow alone even in your ſtreets ; vet let mie 
rel you this \though you, or I, ſhould have al gitts and parts 
yet if we want Love we ſhould be but as ſound; ins braſſe,and 


| aSa tinkling Cymbal; But you detire gifts, the gift of Tea- 


| 


! 
j 


ching, Exerciſing, that ye may be able to do good to others, 
and you do wel therein, for the way of gifts 1s an excc lent 
way ; Oh! but the way of Love is a more excellent way : 
| You, defird Sits, the gitt of Prayer, the gift of Conference, 
that you may ſpeak 1word in ſeaſon unto them you {hal 
meet with, and you do wel therein, for this way of gifts is an 
excellent way, yet faith the Apoſtle, Behuld 1 ſheW you a mor 
excellent way : As for al our gifts and parts, they wil leave us 


when we mult go into our Father : Do ye therefore any of 


you deltre Gifts e Deſire them ſtill; yea, COUER CAT 1 [tly thy beſt 
oifts : But yt ſhew I you (faith the monte) a more excellent 
way ; and ye have heard what that way 1s, In general, the 
way of Grace, Holineſs, and of the power of Godlineſs ; in 

particular the way of Love. Now the Gea of peace, that brought 
againe fre * th dead the Lord 5 7 eſrts, that great Shep! berd of OHY 
Souls , th rengh thy bloyd Febe ( verla ſting '# 0VEnAnt, Mts the Vole | 


| | perf #} 1n this Jreat WOr k of Love, w 07 ht 0 291 Yout that w hic h 1s 


e{ple: ſing a bis fight, through fe ws Chi ſt, to Wham bt olory 
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